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20,000  children  won’t 
be  forgotten  this  year 


WASHINGTON,  D  C.  (EP)  -  Some 
20,000  children  of  prisoners  will 
receive  Christmas  gifts  this  year 
through  an  outreach  program  to  be 
conducted  in  200  U.S.  cities.  The  na¬ 
tional  program.  Project  Angel  Tree, 
is  coordinated  by  Prison  Fellowship 
Ministries. 

A  number  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  are  participating. 

Prison  Fellowship  volunteers  in¬ 
vestigate  the  needs  of  families  of 
prisoners  with  whom  they  have  con¬ 
tact.  Christmas  trees  are  set  up  in 
shopping  malls,  banks,  churches,  and 
other  public  locations,  with  the  names 
and  gift  wishes  of  the  children  of 
prisoners  listed  on  paper  “angels.” 
Shoppers  then  select  an  angel  and 
purchase  gifts,  which  are  later 
distributed  to  families. 


The  program  began  in  Birm- 
inghama,  Ala.,  three  years  ago,  with 
just  one  tree  in  a  suburban  shopping 
mall.  Last  year  the  project  had  grown 
to  57  cities,  with  nearly  10,000  children 
receiving  gifts. 

“Due  to  family  separation  and 
economic  hardship,  Christmas  for  the 
children  of  prisoners  can  be  a  lonely 
and  empty  day.  In  a  sense,  these 
children  are  some  of  the  saddest  vic¬ 
tims  of  crime  in  our  society,”  said 
former  presidential  aide  Charles  W. 
Colson,  now  chairman  of  Prison 
Fellowship.  . 

“We’re  hoping  to  make  Christmas 
a  bit  brighter  for  these  children,”  said 
Colson.  “It’s  at  the  very  heart  of  what 
we  celebrate  at  Christmas  to  honor 
the  Christ  child  by  helping  forgotten 
children  today.” 


Mississippi  Foundation 
marks  million  dollar  gift 


Ijong  range  estate  planning  on  the 
part  of  the  late  John  Wilbanks  of  Cor 
inth  has  led  to  the  first  million  dollar 
gift  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation.  Half  of  the  earnings  will  go 
to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

When  Wilbanks,  a  Baptist  layman 
and  member  of  Kendrick  Baptist 
Church,  died  in  1978,  he  left  shares  of 
stock  from  the  National  Bank  of  Com¬ 
merce,  of  which  he  had  been  board 
chairman,  to  the  Foundation. 

This  fund  was  established  with  the 
Foundation  in  1981  and  through  the  in¬ 
tervening  years,  in  consultation  with 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Rogers  Wilbanks,  the 
widow;  and  her  financial  advisors,  the 
investment  committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation’s 


Mrs.  Wilbanks 


trustees  retained  the  stock. 

However,  a  recent  offer  to  purchase 
the  shares  owned  by  the  Foundation 
was  accepted,  bringing  to  the  trust 
aproximately  $1,023,500.  Foundation 
Executive  Secretary  Harold  Kitchings 
reported  this  is  the  largest  amount 
ever  realized  by  the  Foundation  which 
exists  to  aid  people  in  estate  planning, 
primarily  those  interested  in  carrying 
on  missions  and  Christian  education 
endeavors  after  their  deaths. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  will 
receive  50  percent  of  the  interest 
which  will  be  earned  on  the  principal, 
25  percent  to  Kendrick  Church,  and 
the  rest  to  be  divided  between  Mrs. 
Wilbanks’  home  church  and  her  pre¬ 
sent  church,  Kossuth  United 
Methodist,  and  First  United 
Methodist  of  Corinth,  respectively. 

Wilbanks,  who  was  78  when  he  died, 
had  been  vice  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Commerce  in  Corinth 
prior  to  becoming  chairman.  He  had 
served  eight  years  each  as  circuit 
and  chancery  clerk,  and  he  was  a 
former  trustee  of  Blue  Mountain 
College. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a 
builder  of  Kendrick  Church,  along 
with  the  pastorium  there  and  served 
on  the  advisory  committee  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Student  Union  at  .Northeast 
Mississippi  Junior  College.  Wilbanks 
was,  along  with  his  wife,  a  state  leader 
in  the  Masons,  each  holding  the 
highest  office  in  the  state. 

Mrs.  Wilbanks,  a  retired 
schoolteacher,  said  her  husband 
"most  sincerely  trusted”  the  Baptist 
Foundation. 


Baptists  shelter  homeless 
as  floods  soak  Buenos  Aires 


BUENOS  AIRES,  Argentina  (BP) 
—  Flood  waters  continued  to  rise  Nov. 
21  as  Baptists  fed  and  sheltered 
families  driven  from  their  homes  in 
what  some  Argentine  officials  are 
calling  the  worst  flooding  in  the 
history  of  Buenos  Aires  province. 

“About  22,000  people  are  officially 


evacuated.”  said  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  Sarah  Wilson,  who’s 
assisting  in  the  ministry  of  flood  vic¬ 
tims.  “That  means  probably  about 
twice  that  number  evacuated  on  their 
own.  We  have  five  different  Baptist 
centers  (in  the  city  of  Buenos  Aires) 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Peace  Committee  plans 
to  visit  SBC  agencies 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Five  subcom¬ 
mittees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Peace  Committee  will  visit  11 
of  the  20  national  SBC  agencies  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  two  months  as  part  of  the 
effort  to  reconcile  the  controversy 
in  the  14.4-million  member  denomi¬ 
nation. 

The  subcommittees,  each  compos¬ 
ed  of  four  members,  were  appointed 
during  the  Dec  10-11  meeting  of  the 
committee  in  Atlanta.  They  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  make  the  visits  in  January 
and  February  and  to  report  to  the 
whole  committee  during  meetings  in 
January  and  February. 

Committee  Chairman  Charles 
Fuller,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Roanoke,  Va.,  said  the  purpose  of  the 
subcommittees  is  “neither  a 
whiteu-ash  nor  an  inquisition.  I  think 
the  committee  is  genuinely  trying  to 
avoid  those  extremes.” 

Fuller  added  the  instructions  to  the 
subcommittees  are  that  they  “go  in 
the  spirit  of  love  and  candor  and  with 
the  major  purpose  being  to  sensitize 
agencies  to  convention  concerns  and 
to  solicit  their  active  participation 
with  us  in  the  peace  making  process.” 

“The  subcommittees  will  state  at 
the  outset  that  the  purpose  is  not  to  ac¬ 
cuse  but  to  express  concerns  which 
committee  members  have  and  which 
have  been  conveyed  to  the  committee 
by  Southern  Baptists  in  general.  The 
purpose  is  to  establish  honest  dialogue 
and  communication. 

“Agencies  shall  be  given  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  express  their  concerns  and 
shall  also  be  encouraged  to  express 
what  they  perceive  to  be  the  greatest 
needs  to  restoration  of  trust  in  SBC 
life.”  he  added. 

The  subcommittees  —  three  of 
which  will  visit  two  seminaries  each, 
one  to  visit  Nashville-based  agencies 
and  the  last  to  visit  the  two  mission 
boards  —  will  meet  with  the  chief  ad¬ 
ministrative  officer,  the  chairman  of 
the  trustees,  and,  in  the  case  of  the 
seminaries,  tlie  chief  academic 
officer. 

Informal  guidelines  given  to  the 
subcommittees  indicate  any  “faculty 
member  or  agency  employee  whose 
name  enters  into  the  discussion,”  may 
appear  before  the  subcommittee  or 
present  a  written  statement  if  he  or 
she  wishes. 

Fuller  said  the  11  agencies  to  be 
visited  have  been  specifically  men¬ 
tioned  in  at  least  one  of  the  more  than 
200  letters  received  by  the  committee. 

The  committees  and  their 
assignments  (chairman  listed  first)  ; 

Midwestern  and  Golden  Gate 
seminaries  —  Harmon  Born,  Atlanta; 
William  Hull,  Shreveport,  La. ;  Daniel 


By  Dan  .Martin 

Vestal.  Midland,  Texas;  and  Ed 
Young,  Houston. 

Southern  and  New  Orleans 
seminaries  —  William  Crews.  River¬ 
side,  Calif.;  Adrian  Rogers.  Memphis. 
Tenn.;  Winfred  Moore,  Amarillo, 
Texas;  and  Cecil  Sherman,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 

Southeastern  and  Southwestern 
seminaries  —  Jim  Henry,  Orlando, 
Fla.;  Robert  E.  Cuttino.  Lancaster. 
S.C.;  William  Poe.  Charlotte,  N.C.;  and 
Jerry  Vines,  Jacksonville.  Fla. 

Sunday  School  Board.  Christian 
Life  Commission  and  Historical  Com¬ 
mission  —  Ray  Roberts.  Asheville. 
N.C.;  Doyle  Carlton.  Wauchula.  Fla.; 
Christine  Gregory.  Danville,  Va. ;  and 
SBC  President  Charles  F.  Stanley, 
Atlanta. 

Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Boards 

—  Albert  McClellan,  Nashville,  'Ibnn. ; 
Jodi  Chapman,  Wichita  Falls,  Ttexas; 
Herschel  H.  Hobbs,  Oklahoma  City; 
and  John  Sullivan,  Shreveport,  La. 

Chairman  Fuller  and  Vice- 
Chairman  Charles  Pickering  of 
Laurel,  Miss.,  will  not  join  the  visita¬ 
tion  teams,  but  will  be  availably  to  fill 
in,  if  necessary.  Fuller  said. 

Fuller  told  Baptist  Press  he  had 
contacted  each  of  the  agency  ex¬ 
ecutives  prior  to  proposing  the  visita-, 
tion  subcommittees  to  the  committee, 
and  said  each  “was  positive, 
favorable,  and  supportive  of  the  idea. 
Several  of  them  had  certain  questions 
mainly  in  regard  to  procedure,  but  in 
no  case  did  I  encounter  anyone  who 
felt  the  idea  was  improper  or  wrong.” 

He  added  a  representative  of  the 
seminary  presidents  had  telephoned 
following  a  workshop  conducted  for 
the  heads  of  the  six  seminaries.  “He 
told  me  the  presidents  had  reiterated 
their  support,  cooperation,  and  will¬ 
ingness.  He  added  the  seminaries  did 
not  desire  to  sidestep  anything,  but  to 
deal  with  everything  the  committee 
wants  to  ask.” 

Fuller  described  the  third  meeting 
of  the  22-member  committee  as  being 
“one  primarily  concerned  with  im¬ 
plementation  (of  our  SBC-assigned 
task).  The  first  meeting  was  typified 
by  organization  and  identification. 
The  second  moved  from  identification 
to  confrontation  and  the  third  meeting 
moved  from  confrontation  to  some  im¬ 
plementation.” 

The  chairman  said  the  meeting  — 
which  was  attended  by  all  members 

—  had  a  “quality  spirit.  The  diversi¬ 
ty  is  there;  the  confrontation  is  there; 
the  depth  of  feeling  is  there,  but  I  real¬ 
ly  believe  there  is  respect  for  each 
other.  Even  though  there  may  be 
disagreement,  there  is  not  a 
deterioration  of  the  confrontation.” 


He  added  he  also  is  pleased  with  the 
progress  the  committee  is  making, 
although  it  may  appear  to  be  slow  to 
some  outside  the  structure  “There 
may  be  some  who  say  we  are  not  mov¬ 
ing  fast  enough.”  he  said.  "But  that  is 
not  being  said  by  those  who  have  the 
responsibility  for  carrying  out  this 
responsibility  1  think  we  (the  commit 
tee)  see  the  value  in  Incoming  a 
group,  and  that  does  take  time."  he 
said. 

In  addition  to  establishing  the 
visitation  subcommittees,  the  com¬ 
mittee  also; 

—Allowed  a  representative  from 
Baptist  Press,  the  .SBC  newsservice, 
to  attend  the  meeting.  BP  also  has 
been  invited  to  attend  the  January 
meeting  in  Dallas. 

—Heard  a  devotional  by  Fuller,  in 
which  the  chairman  emphasized  that 
the  “biblical  approach  to  reconcilia¬ 
tion  is  that  the  Christian  takes  the  in¬ 
itiative  when  he  feels  the  other  party 
is  the  offender”  and  once  again  en¬ 
couraged  Peace  Committee  members 
to  “set  an  example  by  keeping  the  in¬ 
flammatory  profile  of  the  controver¬ 
sy  low.” 

—Heard  four  members  —  Vines, 
Carlton,  Born,  and  Hull  —  discuss  the 
items  which  bind  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  together.  Mention^ 
were  authonomy  of  the  local  church, 
an  “absolute  belief  in  one  God,”  the 
centrality  of  the  Scriptures  in  Baptist 
theology,  a  passion  for  freedom,  and 
voluntary  cooperation. 

—Established  a  schedule  for 
meetings  leading  up  to  the  1986  anniial 
meeting  of  the  SBC.  June  10-12.  in 
Georgia  World  Congress  Center  iin 
Atlanta  The  committee  will  mijet 
Jan.  20-21  in  Dallas;  Feb.  24-25.  in 
Atlanta ;  April  ;i-4  in  Dallas  and  ayilin 
May  1.3-14  in  Atlanta.  PMIIer  said  c  >in 
mittee  members  felt  rota  ing 
meetings  between  Dallas  and  A  an- 
!a.  rather  than  going  to  Nash  lie. 
simplified  travel  arrangements 

Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  edito  . 


/ - \ 

l\o  Record 
next  week 

No  Baptist  Record  will  )e 
published  next  week.  The  po.  :al 
contract  calls  for  50  issues  a  yt  ir. 
omitting  the  week  of  July  4  id 
Cfiristmas.  The  next  issue  wil  '>e 
dated  Jan.  2,  1986.  The  staff  wis  les 
all  a  merry  Christmas. 

V  _ / 
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Donor  fatigue”  possible 


during  Ethiopian  crisis 


ADDIS  ABABA.  Ethiopia  (BP)  — 
Transportation  problems  and  lean 
crops  will  add  at  least  another  year 
to  Southern  Baptist  short-term  relief 
elforts  in  Ethiopia,  according  to 
missionaries 

Missionaries  urge  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  continue  prayer  and  financial 
support  for  efforts  to  shore  up  the 
transportation  and  supply  system 
necessarv-  to  keep  feeding  programs 
operating. 

Feeding  and  health  care  centers 
operated  by  missionaries  and 
volunteers  in  the  Ethiopian  highlands 
need  reliable  sources  of  grain  and 
continued  access  to  a  helicopter  or 
airplanes  to  stabilize  the  difficult 
transportation  s>’stem. 

Rains,  which  partially  broke 
Ethiopia's  drought,  produced  only 
enough  har\’est  to  feed  the  people  for 
two  to  four  months.  Thus,  the  feeding 
and  health  care  centers  will  need  to 
remain  open  through  at  least  1986. 


who  coordinates  relief  efforts  for  the 
Baptist  Mission  of  Ethiopia.  Men- 
nonites  donated  1.720  metric  tons  of 
grain  to  keep  the  centers  supplied 
through  December  and  have  promis¬ 
ed  5.(100  to  8.000  metric  tons  in  1986  if 
Southern  Baptists  can  handle  inland 
shipping  costs. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  is  ex¬ 
ploring  ways  to  get  access  to  addi¬ 
tional  grain  and  improve  transporta¬ 
tion  tor  grain  already  in  the  country 
but  log  jammed  by  lack  of  trucks,  ac¬ 
cording  to  John  Cheyne.  the  Foreign 
Misson  Board  s  senior  human  needs 
consultant. 

Missionaries  report  they  could  put 
a  helicopter  or  airplane  to  work  right 
away,  since  funding  apparently  is  run¬ 
ning  out  on  a  helicopter  on  loan  from 
the  "ItX)  Huntley  Street”  religious  pro¬ 
gram  in  Canada  and  only  part-time 
airplane  transportation  service  is 
available  from  another  religious 
organization. 


health  of  missionary  and  volunteer 
staff  who  have  encountered  health 
problems  while  involved  in  relief  ef¬ 
forts  in  remote  areas. 


Itawamba 
student  work 
is  expanding 


The  Baptist  Student  Center  at 
Itawamba  Junior  College  is  getting 
ready  to  knock  out  a  wall  to  expand. 
It  needs  to  in  order  to  provide  space 
for  the  many  activities  that  take  place 
there. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  weekly 
noonday  services  which  draws  50-60 
students,  w’ith  lunches  provided  by 
local  Baptist  women’s  groups,  there 
is  a  puppet  and  drama  team,  and  a 


Rebuilding  at 
Water  Valley 
Church  complete 


On  April  21,  1984,  a  killer  tornado 
swept  through  the  town  of  Water 
Valley,  taking  the  lives  of  seven  peo¬ 
ple  and  destroying  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  worth  of 
property. 

Directly  in  the  path  of  this  tornado, 
were  the  buildings  of  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  The  winds  did  great 
damage  to  the  550  capacity  audi¬ 
torium  and  completely  destroyed  the 
two  educational  buildings  behind  it. 

Restoration  of  the  auditorium  was 
completed  in  time  for  the  church  to 
have  her  Christmas  services  in  its  last 
year.  Architectural  drawings,  bid  let¬ 
ting  and  construction  has  taken  19 
months  to  complete. 

During  this  period  the  educational 
organizations  have  met  in  various 
buildings  made  available  by  the 
business  and  professional  sector  in 
addition  to  one  building  owned  by  the 
church  that  was  hastily  repaired. 

On  Dec.  8,  1985,  the  church  return¬ 
ed  to  this  new  facility.  Plans  are  that 
in  the  very  near  future  the  church  will 
have  a  dedication  service  and  open 
house  with  a  homecoming  theme. 


the  church’s  constitution. 

The  church  had  a  good  insurance 
program  at  the  time  of  this  tragedy 
and  has  spent  over  two  million  dollars 
in  replacing  their  buses,  restoring  the 
auditorium  and  rebuilding  the  educa¬ 
tional  facilities.  “We  have  rebuilt, 
restored,  and  added  new  equipment 
and  new  facilities  and  remain^  debt 
free  in  the  process,”  said  Guy  Reedy, 


1985  is  also  the  125th  anniversary  of  pastor. 

Calhouns’  deaths  still 
their  active  church  work 


Southern  Baptists  operate  five  such 
centers  in  Ethiopia's  .Menz-Gishe  and 
.Merhabete  districts  and  may  be  ask¬ 
ed  b>  the  government  to  open  two 
more 

That,  along  with  plans,  for  long- 
range  development,  will  call  for  at 
least  a  dozen  more  volunteer  nurses 
and  perhaps  a  career  missionary 
physician,  as  well  as  another  career 
veterinarian  and  another  career 
agriculturist 

.Aware  that  one  harx'est  can't  cure 
II  years  of  famine.  Ethiopian  officials 
project  nearly  six  million  Ethiopians 
will  need  relief  throughout  1986.  That 
calls  lor  mobilization  and  distribution 
ot  nearly  1.2  million  metric  tons  of 
gram,  supplementary  food  and  oil. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  need 
Iti.otHi  metric  tons  ol  gram,  plus  sup- 
lilementary  hxid  and  oil.  in  1986  to 
supply  their  centers  and  teed  about 
ITo.tKKi  ol  those  people  per  month. 

AVe.  can  reasonably  expect  from 
i'urix'nt  sources  only  about  one-half  of 
»ur  total  annual  requirement.  "  said 
Ed  .Mason,  volunteer  from  Florida. 


serving  as  a  place  to  receive  the  peo¬ 
ple.  They’re  sleeping  overnight  and 
being  fed.” 

Wilson,  from  Mt.  Holly,  N.C.; 
Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief  coor¬ 
dinator  Charolette  (correct  spelling) 
Rock,  from  Barbourville,  Ky.;  and 
Argentine  Baptists  are  working  in 
cooperation  with  provincial  civil 
defense  forces,  who  are  handling 
evacuation  efforts.  The  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board  sent  $5,(X)0 
in  hunger  relief  funds  Nov.  21  to  buy 
food  for  homeless  families  crowding 
into  the  Baptist  centers.  The  board 
sent  $10,0(X)  earlier  in  the  month  to  pay 
for  mattresses,  blankets  and  roofing 
for  victims  of  earlier  flooding. 

■’After  we  get  more  definite  facts, 
we|l  probably  ask  for  some  more 
(money),”  Wilson  said.  “Civil  defense 


Aware  continued  needs  in  Ethiopia 
may  create  "donor  fatigue”  in  the 
United  States.  Mason  pointed  out. 
"The  Ethiopian  famine  is  far  from 
over.  To  stop  now  would  be  to 
retrogress  to  one  year  ago  when  we 
first  started.  The  caring  and  giving- 
must  continue  to  protect  the  invest¬ 
ment  already  made  in  these  people. 

"Because  Christians  car^  and 
prayed  we  have  made  a  dramatic  im¬ 
pact  in  the  lives  of  children  and  adults 
here.  The  investment  has  been  wor¬ 
thwhile.  We've  won  victories  and  sav¬ 
ed  lives.  We  must  not  stop  the  short¬ 
term  efforts  now  " 

Meanwhile,  missionaries  continue 
to  negotiate  with  the  Ethiopian 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  design  a 
long-range  developmental  plan.  They 
also  have  cooperated  with  an  Italian 
immunization  team,  and  received 
drug  shipments  from  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  to  battle  a  typhus 
outbreak. 

Career  missionary  physician  David 
Sorley  of  Uganda  will  visit  Ethiopia 
to  recommend  ways  to  maintain  the 


has  been  giving  food  pretty  well  up  un¬ 
til  now,  but  they’re  running  out.”  She 
added  that  students  from  Interna¬ 
tional  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
in  Buenos  Aires  also  are  bringing  food 
and  clothing  to  the  shelters. 

Wilson  said  13  people  had  been  kill¬ 
ed  so  far  by  the  latest  flooding,  which 
was  caused  by  weeks  of  heavy  rains 
in  Buenos  Aires  province.  Areas  west 
of  the  capital  city  of  Buenos  Aires 
have  suffered  especially  heavy 
damage.  Water  has  submerged 
houses  in  some  areas,  and  one  town 
was  “completely  eliminated,”  Wilson 
said.  Western  and  southern  suburbs  of 
the  capital  itself  also  have  sustained 
heavy  damage. 

Earlier  news  reports  said  rains  had 
flooded  at  least  10  million  acres  of 
land  in  Buenos  Aires  province,  with 
.property  and  crop  damage  estimated 
at  $1  billion. 


music  ensemble  (Turning  Point) 
which  all  need  practice  space. 

The  student  visit  a  local  nursing 
home  monthly,  and  have  just  begun 
a  monthly  visit  to  a  local  children’s 
home  to  play  with  the  children  and  get 
to  know  them. 

Their  BSU  director  is  Wayne  Van¬ 
diver.  “I  felt  called  directly  to  be  a 
BSU  director,"  said  Vandiver  who 
answered  that  call  while  a  student  at 
.Northeast. 

Vandiver,  who  estimates  that  about 
75  students  will  be  involved  in  this 
year’s  program,  is  planning  to  lead 
several  mission  trips  this  year.  They 
will  be  going  on  their  second  annual 
witnessing  trip  to  Daytona  Beach  dur¬ 
ing  spring  break.  And  they  will  go  in 
May  on  an  assignment  from  the 
Home  Mission  Board.  Last  year  they 
were  sent  to  work  in  inner  city 
Houston,  Tex.,  with  missionary 
Mildred  McWhorter,  along  with  three 
other  Mississippi  BSUs.. 

Recently,  Itawamba,  Northeast, 
and  Blue  Mountain  BSUs  traveled  to 
Tupelo  to  lead  in  a  special  program 
for  the  two  year  olds  through  sixth 
graders  while  their  parents  held  a 
Christmas  banquet.  'The  assignment 
was  to  do  much  more  than  simply 
babysit.  The  Itawamba  group 
prepared  Church  Training  lessons, 
took  their  puppet-drama  group;  the 
Blue  Mountain  group  took  its  clown 
troupe,  and  Northeast  took  care  of  the 
two  year  olds. 

Take  a  break  from  your  problems! 

1  recently  heard  a  highly  respected 
and  successful  businessman  give  that 
advice  to  a  large  audience.  This  man 
stated  that  he  made  a  strong  effort  to 
set  aside  some  time  each  day  when  he 
refused  to  think  about  the  problems 
he  faced.  He  spent  the  time  reading, 
talking  with  associates— but  not  about 
their  problems  or  his— or  doing 
almost  anything  except  thinking  or 
worrying  about  problems.  He  con¬ 
sidered  this  little  time-out  period  as 
an  important  ingredient  in  his  success 
as  a  businessman.  I  buy  that  theory, 
but  putting  the  theory  into  practice  is 
not  as  simple  as  it  sounds.  I’ve  tried 
it  and  it  can  be  done  but  you  have  to 
work  at  it.-DICK  HANSON. 


Geraldine  Calhoun  was  to  sing  a 
solo  Dec.  22  in  the  Christmas  cantata 
at  Puckett  Baptist  Church  entitled 
“How  Can  It  Be?”  Instead,  she  and  her 
husband  John  Earl  were  buried  last 
Sunday  following  their  slaying  by  an 
apparent  burglar.  A  suspect  has  been 
arrested. 

The  Calhouns,  according  to  their 
pastor  Alvin  Doyle,  were  completely 
involved  in  the  life  of  their  church. 
John  Earl  ws  a  deacon,  former  Sun¬ 
day  School  superintendent,  both 
taught  Church  Training  for  7th-9th 
graders,  and  both  had  led  several 
youth  trips.  This  year  they  took  the 
youths  on  a  camping  trip  and  last 
year  on  a  choir  tour  to  Gatlinburg. 


And  both  sang  in  the  church  choir. 

Geraldine,  active  in  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  was  a  sponsor  of  a 
Christmas  crafts  show  to  raise  money 
for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer¬ 
ing  for  Foreign  Missions. 

The  couple  took  children  from  the 
Baptist  Children’s  Village  home  dur¬ 
ing  the  Christmas  season  and  she.  a 
beautician,  would  goto  the  Village  to 
cut  the  children’s  hair  for  free. 

The  couple’s  two  children,  Chris,  16. 
and  Jared,  13.  are  staying  with 
relatives.  They  had  gone  to  school 
when  the  murders  occurred. 

The  300  seat  church  took  in  more 
than  600  for  the  funeral. 
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Baptists  shelter  homeless 
as  floods  soak  Buenos  Aires 

Continued  from  page  3) 


Apartheid  protest  breeds 
intolerance  in  reverse 


Editor's  Note:  This  story  is  based 
on  interviews  with  black  Baptists  who 
live  in  South  Africa’s  riot-tom  black 
townships.  Names  have  been  chang¬ 
ed  or  omitted  or  interviews  combin¬ 
ed  to  protect  individuals. 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa 
(BP)  —  Quietly  huddM  in  their  small 
house,  Nehemiah  and  his  family 
listen^  in  the  darkness  as  radical 
blacks,  angry  over  South  Africa’s 
apartheid  system,  vented  their 
hostilities  on  them. 


By  Robert  O’Brien 

destruction  by  people  of  any  race.” 

Nehemiah  will  never  forget  the 
night  he  and  his  family  faced  death, 
a  danger  that  never  really  goes  away. 
“I  vowed  I  would  die  rather  than  give 
in  to  the  mob,”  Nehemiah  recalled.  “I 
was  convinced  we  would  die  that 
night.  But  we  took  our  stand,  prepared 
to  accept  God’s  will.” 

VividUy  aware  of  each  other’s  fear, 
they  prayed  for  protection  and  then 
began  to  sing  biblical  choruses  as  the 
mob’s  fury  grew.  Gradually,  their  fear 


Nehemiah  and  others  understand 
the  pain  brought  on  by  apartheid  and 
don’t  feel  they  have  the  only  valid  ap¬ 
proach  to  protest.  They’re  thankful 
the  Baptist  Union  of  Southern  Africa 
strongly  urged  the  government  to 
abolish  apartheid  and  give  equal 
rights  and  representation  to  all  races. 
“We  also  hate  apartheid,”  one  said. 
“Even  though  we  disagree  with  our 
brothers’  methods,  we  love  them  and 
hope  others  will  have  patience  as  they 
deal  with  their  grief.” 


Marks,  Shelton 
youth  evangelism 
meet  leaders 

Kenny  Marks  and  Joe  Shelton  are 
among  program  leaders  for  the  1985 
Mississippi  Baptist  youth  Evangelism 
Conference,  Dec.  30-31  at  the 
Mississippi  College  Coliseum  in 
Clinton. 

Marks  is  a  performer  of  contem¬ 
porary  C^istian  music.  A  portion  of 
his  year  is  spent  with  the  Billy 
Graham  organization’s  pre-crusade 
youth  concert  activities. 

Shelton,  a  resident  of  Tupelo,  is  a 
former  rock  and  roll  musician  who 
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Marks  Shelton 


has  become  a  Christian,  using  music, 
singing  and  humor  to  communicate 
with  young  people. 

Registration  at  the  door  begins  at 
1  p.m.,  Dec.  30.  The  program  begins 
at  2  p.m.  and  concludes  at  3:30  the 
next  day. 


Larry  Black  to  be  leader 
at  music  SYMPOSIUM  ’86 


“We  will  bum!  We  will  bum!”  they 
chanted  defiantly  outside  the  home  as 
the  stench  of  broken  sewers  and  un¬ 
collected  garbage  mingled  with  their 
bitter  rage  in  the  black  township  on 
the  city’s  outskirts. 

“Black  (Christians  are  sacred,”  ex¬ 
plained  one  black  Baptist.  “We  don’t 
know  where  to  stand  as  Christians 
because  Christians  take  widely  dif¬ 
ferent  views  of  how  church  should 
confront  state  and  how  to  interpret  the 
Bible.”  Said  Nehemiah,  a  black  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor  who  refused  to  discontinue 
services  or  allow  use  of  church  pro¬ 
perty  for  political  rallies:  “We  live  in 
a  hell-<m-earth  situation  which  doesn’t 
permit  neutrality  of  different 
methods.” 

“Refusal  brings  threats  to  bum  your 
home,  destroy  your  church,  kill  you,” 
Nehemiah  said.  “That  forces  many 
blacks  to  join  protests.  Agreement 
with  demands  violates  the  law  and 
brings  the  wrath  of  police.  But  we 
must  stand  firm,  not  just  because  of 
the  law  but  because  we  believe  the 
word  of  God  is  more  powerful  than 
violence  and  that  the  way  to  peace 
doesn’t  come  through  murder  and 


MEMPHIS,  1)600.  (BP)  -  Adrian 
Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Baptist 
Church,  Memphis,  Tfenn.,  has  con¬ 
firmed  a  Dec.  2  meeting  in  Atlanta 
with  conservative  leaders  who  asked 
him  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  presiden¬ 
cy  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
in  1966. 

Rogers  was  elected  SBC  president 
in  1979,  but  declined  nomination  in 
1980  for  a  second  one-year  term 
because  of  pressing  church  and  per¬ 
sonal  responsibilities.  ‘‘ 

“I  certainly  have  not  decided  to  run 
and  certainly  have  not  encouraged 
anybody  to  support  me  as  SBC  presi¬ 
dent.”  Rogers  told  the  Ttennessee  Bap¬ 
tist  and  Reflector  Dec.  9.  “I  am  pray¬ 
ing  about  it,”  the  Memphis  pastor 
added. 

Rogers  said  he  met  with  18  other 
conservative  leaders  in  Atlanta  Dec. 
2  and  “the  consensus  was  1  should 
run,”  he  stated.  “When  these  friends 
met,  they  seemed  to  have  a  spirit  of 
unanimity  and  asked  me  if  I  would  be 
willing  to  be  nominated  again  for 
president.” 

Rogers  said  he  felt  the  group  asked 
him  to  be  a  candidate  because  the 
“moderate  wing  already  has  a  can¬ 
didate  with  a  face  and  a  name,”  ex¬ 


decreased,  and  they  seemed  to  move 
from  a  hurricane  of  emotion  into  a 
peace  that  defied  explanation.  Then 
hope  entered  the  hurricane’s  eye.  An 
inner  voice  seemed  to  say,  “I  will  pro¬ 
tect  you.”  Miraculously,  the  angry 
mob  dissipated,  leaving  them  alone, 
'at  least  for  awhile. 

As  calm  came,  it  also  eased 
Nehemiah’s  memory  of  another  black 
mob  burning  a  black  girl  (denounced 
as  a  collaborator)  to  death.  No  one 
knew  that  for  sure.  Something  as  sim¬ 
ple  as  buying  groceries  from  a  white 
store  or  helping  families  of  black 
policemen  whom  radicals  burned  out 
has  brought  such  denunciations. 

Nehemiah  will  never  forget  stand¬ 
ing  by,  helpless  and  horrified,  as  the 
girl  died,  praying  God  would  spare 
her.  The  mob,  knocking  her  down 
every  time  she  got  up,  threatened  to 
bum  out  and  kill  anyone  who  tried  to 
help.  “By  their  logic,  the  radicals 
think  we’re  weak,”  Nehemiah  said. 
"They  can’t  understand  non-violence 
because  their  bitterness  runs  deep. 
They’ve  waited  so  long  for  justice  I 
can  understand  why  jalk  of  peace 
angers  them.” 


plaining  that  “from  all  the  straws  in 
the  wind,  it  appears  that  Winfred 
Moore  will  be  a  candidate.” 

Moore,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Amarillo,  Tex.,  was  elected 
first  vice-president  of  the  SBC  in 
Dallas  last  June,  after  being  defeated 
by  Charles  Stanley  for  the  SBC 
presidency. 

Emphasizing  he  has  not  given 
anyone  permission  to  nominate  him  at 
this  point,  Rogers  stressed  he  is  not 
seeking  the  SBC  presidency,  as  he  did 
not  seek  it  in  1979. 

Rogers  said  it  was  a  “tremendous¬ 
ly  difficult  decision,”  noting  that 
Bellevue  Baptist  Church  is  “in  the 
midst  of  a  tremendous  program  of 
relocating  the  church”  from  the 
downtown  area  to  a  tract  in  west 
Memphis. 

The  former  SBC  president  said  a 
number  of  people  and  pastors  across 
the  convention  had  urged  him  to  allow 
his  name  to  be  placed  in  nomination 
at  the  1986  SBC  in  Atlanta  June  10-12.* 
“I  am  committed  to  seeing  our  con¬ 
vention  take  a  conservative  course,” 
Rogers  said. 

Al  Shackleford  edits  the  Baptist  and 
'  Reflector. 


Black  Baptist  observers  say  many 
other  factors  besides  anger  at  apar¬ 
theid  are  at  work ;  that  it’s  more  than 
just  a  civil  rights  movement  and 
defies  the  world’s  simplistic  solutions. 

For  example,  longtime  observers 
say  many  protesters  have  become 
part  of  a  Communist  effort  to  use  anti¬ 
apartheid  sentiment  to  overthrow 
Swth  Africa.  Some  minimize  that 
threat,  but  observers  se6  in  South 
Africa  the  same  earmarks  — 
methods,  sl(^ans,  arms  —  present 
when  such  neighbors  as  Mozambique, 
Angola,  Zimbabwe  and  Ethiopia  fell 
to  Marxist  revolution. 

Another  factor  involves  tribalism 
and  political  fragmentation  into 
language  and  tribal  groups.  A  good  bit 
of  the  killing  in  South  Africa  boils 
down  to  black  lulling  black  in  tribal 
—  political  strife,  a  phenomenon  of 
black  African  culture  reminiscent  of 
American  Indian  tribal  warfare. 

In  fact,  many  blacks  harbor  so 
much  anger  th^  want  apartheid  in 
reverse  and  rule  by  blacks  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  millions  of  whites,  Indians 
(Asians)  and  “coloreds”  (persons  of 
mixed  race)  in  South  Africa.  Black 
Baptist  leaders  and  others  say  that 
mustn’t  happen  because  the  whole 
economic  and  political  stability  of 
southern  Africa’s  countries  depends 
on  a  strong  South  Africa,  which  shores 
up  the  entire  region’s  economy. 

The  black  leaders  don’t  believe  fac¬ 
ing  up  to  unpleasant  or  unpopular 
truths  should  be  used  either  to 
stereotype  them  as  “black  on  the  out¬ 
side  but  white  on  the  inside”  ( “Uncle 
Toms”  or  “Oreos”)  or  to  excuse  white 
brutality  or  apartheid.  “Apartheid  has 
dehumanized  all  races,  including 
whites,”  one  black  leader  said.  “Our 
country  has  reaped  violence  by 
creating  barriers.  It  helped  create  the 
latest  violence  last  year  when  ‘col¬ 
oreds'  and  Indians  weie  given  a  minor 
voice  in  government  —  but  not 
blacks.”  “Coloreds”  and  Indians,  on 
the  other. hand,  protest  their  minor 
role  and  represent  another  complex 
factor  in  the  whole  complex  situation. 

Baptists  across  the  racial  spectrum 
say  they  detest  the  thinking  of  many 
white  Afrikaaners  who  put  apartheid 
and  its  361  laws  on  the  books  beginn¬ 
ing  in  1948.  But  they  understand 
Afrikaaners’  fear  of  extermination  by 
surrounding  black  states. 

Black  Baptist  leaders  say  they  pray 
oth«r  blacks  will  learn  by  their  own 
treatment  not  to  seek  revenge  but  to 
work  for  justice  for  all  races.  They 
also  hope  the  world  will  try  to  under¬ 
stand  their  dilemma  and  avoid 
simplistic  solutions  for  a  complex 
situation. 

O’Brien  writes  for  FMB. 


NEW  ORLEANS  -  Times  of  wor¬ 
ship,  exploration  of  curent  training 
methods,  techniques  of  handbell 
utilization,  reading  sessions  to  review 
new  music,  and  study  of  music  pro¬ 
gram  administration  in  the  local 
church  are  among  opportunities  to  be 
provided  as  part  of  SYMPOSIUM  ’86 
at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  Jan.  6-9, 
1986.  Larry  Black,  minister  of  music 
at  First  (Jhurch,  Jackson,  will  be  a 
guest  clinician. 

Garaywa  summer 
jobs  avg^ilable  . 

Applications  are  now  being  ac¬ 
cepted  for  summer  employment  at 
Camp  Garaywa  near  Clinton. 

E^ch  summer  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  employs  female  college  and 
seminary  students  to  serve  as 
counselors  for  the  state’s  2,000  plus  GA 
and  Acteen  campers. 

The  qualifications  of  a  Camp 
Garaywa  Summer  staffer  include;  a 
committed  Christian  and  an  active 
member  of  a  Southern  Baptist 
Church;  at  least  one  year  of  college 
completed;  an  understanding  of  the 
purpose  of  the  GA  and  Acteen 
organizations ;  a  desire  to  learn  and 
teach  missions ;  willing  to  put  others 
before  self;  patience  and  love  for 
children. 

Completed  application  forms 
should  be  mailed  to  the  WMU  office 
by  Jan.  31.  Forms  may  be  secured 
from  the  state  WMU  office,  director 
of  missions,  and  BSU  directors. 

New  Orleans 
sets  interterm 

The  annual  two-week  interterm  pro¬ 
gram  at  New  Orleans  Seminary  is 
scheduled  Jan.  7-17,  1986.  and  will  in 
elude  14  courses.  Courses  will  be  of 
fered  at  the  associate,  master,  and 
doctoral  degree  level.  Two  courses 
will  be  offered  as  part  of  the  night 
track  program;  night  track  classes 
will  meet  Jan.  6-17. 

Degree  programs  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  are  fully  accredited.  For 
more  information,  contact  Bart  C. 
Neal,  Registrar,  New  -Orleans 
Seminary,  3939  Gentilly  Blvd.,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70126-4858. 


The  four-day  conference  will  pro¬ 
vide  opportunities  for  stafLand  lay 
church  musicians  to  explore  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  topics  related  to  operation  of  a 
effective  music  ministry  program  in 
the  local  church. 

The  symposium  clinicians  include : 
Donald  Neuen,  professor  of  conduc¬ 
ting  and  choral  activities  at  Elastman 
School  of  Music;  Don  Collins,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  music  at  the  University  of 
Central  Arkansas,  and  an  expert  in 
the  changing  adolescent  voice;  U- 
Campbell  Bunting,  director  of  hand¬ 
bells  for  Schulmerich  Carillons;  Bob 
Burroughs,  composer  and  minister  of 
music  at  Peachtree  Baptist  Church  in 
Atlantdi.Ga. ,  Grace  Nash,  author,  pro¬ 
ducer,  publisher  and  director  of  Orff- 
Kodaly  Master  s  Certification  Pro¬ 
gram  at  Northern  Arizona  Universi¬ 
ty;  and  Mark  Short,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  church  administration  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

The  worship  celebrations  will 
feature  presentations  by  the  college 
and  youth  choirs  and  orchestra  from 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Jackson, 
Miss. ;  the  sanctuary  choir  of  Dauphin 
Way  Baptist  Church  in  Mobile,  Ala.; 
the  young  adult  ensemble  from  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Picayune,  Miss., 
and  ensembles  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Registration  fee  is  $60  $30  for 

students.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  division  of  church  music 
ministries.  New  Orleans  .Seminary, 
3939  Gentilly  Blvd.,  .New Orleans.  Im 
70126-4858. 
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Adrian  Rogers  confirms, 
“praying  about  it” 

By  Al  Shackleford 
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Baptists  enlarge  witness 
as  Colombians  ask  ‘why?’ 


I  can  only  guess  that  the  reason  that 
it  was  included  in  the  Baptist  Record, 
and  on  the  front  page  at  that,  is  that 
the  editor  is  trying  to  prove  some  kind 
of  point  of  his  own  without  having  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  a  possible 
rebuttal. 

Arnold  L.  Chavers 

Crosby,  MS. 


I  believe  you  may  be  right.  Very  Mr.  Cooper  is  a  member  of  the  First 
likely  It  would  have  been  better  not  to  Baptist  Church  of  Windsor,  Missouri, 
have  run  the  story  on  Stryper  in  light  We  must  emphasize  that  this  is  an 
of  all  the  controversy  following  the  .Administrative  matter.  It  is  not  doc- 
Christian  rock  concert  at  Youth  Night,  trinal  and  not  theological.  It  does  not 
Your  letter,  however,  is  in  order  deal  with  any  belief  Baptists  hold 
because  we  did  run  the  story.  about  the  Biblf.  It  is  strictly  about  the 

1  believe  there  are  two  concepts  that  violation  of  the  Bylaws  that  govern  the 
need  to  be  understood.  selection  of  leaders,  and  about  insur- 

h  Irst,  being  on  Page  I  is  not  the  ing  that  messengers  can  have  an  in¬ 
plum  it  might  seem  to  be.  So  much  of  put  into  the  selection  of  those  leaders, 
our  circulation  is  with  those  churches  We  feel  our  stewardshio  includes : 
using  the  frong  page  for  their  (a)  Giving  to  our  church  and 
mailouts  that  we  never  put  anything  through  it  to  the  SBC  causes; 
that  is  critical  on  that  page.  We  try  to  ( b)  Being  sure  that  the  leaders  who 
make  it  interesting  but  not  administer  the  vast  SBC  income  are 
mandatory.  chosen  in  the  democratic  manner  and 

Second.  I  believe  you  misread  the  with  the  safeguards  built  into  the  SBC 
story  on  Stryper.  The  intent  of  the  Bylaws,  and  that  this  choice  is 
story,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to  point  out  untrammeled, 
that  regardless  of  their  music,  their  Thomas  Jefferson  said  the  “Price  of 
dress,  and  their  actions,  their  intent.  Liberty  is  Eternal  Vigilance.”  This 
according  to  their  own  evaluation,  is  suit  is  that  vigilance  after  those  in  Howard  Atkinson 
to  minister.  Perhaps  we  fail  from  time  authority  failed  to  provide  the 
to  time,  but  we  would  never  inten-  vigilance. 

tionally  use  a  news  story  to  make  an  Robert  S.  and  Julia  J.  Crowder 

editorial  comment.  If  such  is  to  be  Birmingham,  Ala. 

made  in  news  items,  it  must  be  at-  c  *  !_• 

tributed  to  someone.  This  was  the  Seminary  hlStory 
case  with  the  Stryper  story  as  one  of  Editor: 

the  group.  Robert  Sweet,  was  quoted  My  grandfather,  Rev.  S.  F.  Marsh 
as  saying.  “We’re  just  trying  to  reach  taught  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
people  in  a  positive  way.”  —  Editor  Seminary  Centers  from  1949  until  1958 


shootout  at  the  Palace  of  Justice  in  with  many  other  groups  have  no  such 
Bogota,  Nov.  6-7.  About  100  pwple  resources,  said  James  Giles,  the  Col- 
were  killed  as  the  army  and  national  ombia  mission's  disaster  relief  c'oor- 
police  regained  control  of  the  building  dinator.  For  example,  missionaries 
seized  by  leftist  guerrillas.  spent  $25,000  to  help  the  Colombian 

“What  sin  are  we  paying  for?”  a  Red  Cross  fill  acute  shortages  in 
newscaster  asked  over  a  Bogota  TV  medicine,  medical  supplies,  portable 
station.  power  generators,  and  powdered  milk. 

In  the  rural  village  of  Guayabal,  not  Disaster  relief  “opens  doors  that 
far  from  Armero,  an  elderly  would  never  be  opened  in  any  other 
Pentecostal  pastor  told  of  “the  judg-  way,”  said  Giles,  who  also  is  president 
ment  of  God  for  the  sins  of  the  people”  of  the  International  Baptist 
as  he  visited  with  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Cali,  lb  the 
missionaries  Larry  Booth  and  injured  and  homeless  and  to  Colom- 
Howard  Atkinson.  bian  government  officials  and  relief 

Christians  cope  better  than  non-  workers.  Baptist  disaster  response 
Christians  in  tragic  times,  said  Rupp,  gives  “death  to  what  being  a  Baptist 
of  Bogota.  ‘They  realize  how  God  can  means,”  Giles  said.  It  shows  Baptists 
work  through  ^e  tragedies.”  are  “willing  to  respond  to  physical  suf- 

“Certainly  history  shows  that  peo-  fering  as  well  as  spiritual  needs.” 
pie  respond  in  a  quest  for  faith,  a  ‘There’s  absolutely  no  way  we  can 
desire  to  know  God,  in  the  wake  of  call  ourselves  Christians  and  not  res- 
disasters,”  said  Booth,  also  in  Bogota,  pond,”  said  Giles’  wife,  Mary  Nell. 

Jose  Zabala,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  “The  Bible  says  Jesus  went  about  do- 
Church,  Ibague,  the  closest  Baptist  ing  good.  “Ours  is  the  type  of  help  that 
congregation  to  Armero,  ^s^old  his  changes  people,”  she  noted.  ‘That’s 
members,  “Life  has  two  sides.  There  why  we’re  spending  so  much  time  and 
is  the  good  side,  happiness  and  resources  to  help.” 

“You  may  not  be  able  to  go  back  and 
TTlf*  \X/a\7  IrkCAc  count  numbers  of  conversions,”  said 

M.  1C  ryay  lUsCS  Don  Pearson,  an  orthopedic  surgeon 

ta \  f* Yf» m nt inn  Orlando,  Fla.,  who  also  worked 

CACIIipilon  ibague’s  state  hospital,  “but  it’s  a 

WASHlNrroM  nr  /iro,  -u  statement”  of  “love  and 

In!!.  To  ~  . . .  because  of  Christ.” 

M  Th j  f.  85  Baptist  churches  in 

ovomni  cl  K  International  s  tax-  Colombia,  a  number  collected  food 

irffanllaiftn^an  ^  and  clothing.  The  Colombian  Baptist 

which  leaders  Convention  donated  about  $700  from 

budget  and  a  20-member 
ft"?  -St?.?*”®  mission  in  the  city  of  Tunj  took  $150 
out  of  its  budget.  Few  individuals  in 

'(friain  i  w  vi^i*  i^f  the  churches  make  as  much  as  $100  a 

:ertain  individuals  between  1975  and  month 

of  the  FMB,  traveled 

J?  f  Colombia  to  make  firsthand 

hat  do  not  conform  to  U.S.  "Rix  Code,  reports 


BiiocmSg^  BAPTISTRIES 

^^1  HEATEBa  PUMPS 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
FREE  1-S00-2S1-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-S7S-0679 
HBERGLASS  BAPTISntY  CO 
Mil  HIXSON PIKE*CHATIANOOGA.TNS74Ii 


Historical  issue  available 


The  full-color  cover  of  the  Baptist  Record’s  historical 
issue  commemorating  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  the  100th  anniversary 


of  the  Convention  Board  is  shown  above.  The  historical 
issue  is  available  for  $2  by  writing  the  Baptist  Record, 
Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  ,39205. 


Scrapbook 


The  Christ  child 
birthday 


Thai  night  iViaiUrily 

in  Bethlehem  f  ^ 

a  great  star  moved  across  There’ll  bloom  a  time  one  Christmas  Day 

the  sky  —  earth’s  quintessential  hour  when  you  will  know  the  lovely  way 
joy  that  God  prepared  to  save  his  own 

from  dying  in  Earth’s  sin  alone. 

Amazed 

sheep  herders  heard 
the  angel’s  words,”  Fear  not: 

— behold,  I  bring  —  good  tidings  of 
great  joy.” 


Your  humble  path  will  seem  enough 
as  you  search  beyond  the  tinsel  fluff 
and  accept  the  gift  of  God’s  own  Son 
Space  was  conquered  by  that  One. 
—Violet  Tackett,  McComb 


They  left 

their  flock  to  seek 

the  Child  —  fourtd  Him  asleep 

on  fragrant  hay  in  a  small  cave, 

rejoiced. 


As  Christmastime  draws  near 


Christinas  Day 

“My  Fatiier  God,  now  is  the  time, 

To  visit  children  that  are  mine. 

This  Christmas  Day  I’ll  go  to  earth. 
Though  some  won’t  recognize  my  worth. 


Haven’t  you  noticed  that 
As  Christmastime  draws  near 
It  seems  that  just  about  everything 
Turns  into  a  beautiful  bright  red? 

Red  berries  hanging  on 
The  dogwood  trees 
The  holly  trees 
The  yaupon  trees 
The  pyracanthas 
Just  to  name  a  few. 


And  bright  red  lights  adorn 
The  big  Christmas  tree 
And  many  of  the  packages 
Are  wrapped  in  red. 

Most  of  our  Christmas  cards 
Are  designed  in  red 
And  some  have  their  own 
Red  envelopes  to  match. 

The  elegant  red  dresses 
Worn  at  Christmas  parties 
Add  a  festive  touch 
To  the  holiday  season 

And  don’t  forget 
the  bright  red  cardinals 
Perched  on  the  branches  of 
The  crepe  myrtle  tree. 


Against 
the  bitter  cold 

sweet  Mary’s  son  was  wrapped 
in  a  wool  blanket,  white  as  milk 
silk  soft. 


And  other’s  hearts  will  be  as  stone. 
They  all  are  lost,  they’re  so  alone. 
But  as  a  helpless  baby  fair. 

True  worshippers  will  find  me  there. 


Wise  men 

came  from  the  east. 

Each  brought  rare  gifts,  pure  gold, 
rich  frankincense  and  myrrh  for  Christ 
the  Lord. 


And  each  tree  becomes 
A  living  Christmas  tree 
Decorated  by  God 
in  his  favorite  color. 


I’ll  take  the  gifts  that  we  have  planned 
Great  p>eace  and  joy  for  every  man. 
Victory  too,  and  saving  grace. 
Storehouse  of  riches  for  their  place. 


Above 

the  angels  sang, 
praise  God  for  His  love-gift. 

On  Christmas  night  the  Savior  came, 
our  Lord. 

Eunice  O.  Barnes 
Pascagoula 


There’s  the  beautiful  red 
poinsettias 

And  wreaths  on  the  doors 
With  red  ribbon  bows 
And  long  streamers  flowing 


The  angels  sing  and  stars  declare 
To  earth,  on  Christmas  I’ll  be  there; 

To  offer  gifts  to  those,  my  own. 

And  bring  them  back  with  me,  to  home. 


Could  it  be? 

Could  it  just  be  .  . 

Thai  all  the  beautiful  reds 

At  Christmastime 

Point  us  to  the  blood  of  Jesus 

That  washes  us  as  white  as  snow? 


The  red  Christmas  cactus 
In  full  bloom  on  Christmas  Day 
Forms  a  bright  bouquet 
For  the  coffee  table. 


Mrs.  D.  F.  Crowe 
Greenville 


-Ruby  Singley 
Columbia 


And  red  candles  glowing 
On  the  mantel 
And  in  the  centerpiece 
arrangement 
On  the  dining  table. 


W.  'Lowrey  Coop 


in  Waco 


Mississippi  native  w.  Lowrey  younger  man,  the  couple  started  a  Cooper  married  the  former  r0a.( 
Cooper,  81,  died  Dec.  8  in  Waco,  ’I\jx.  completely  new  ministry.  They  Katherine  ’Tomlinson  of  Ludlow  in 
He  was  missionary  to  Argentina  for  35  studied  German  during  a  furlough  1927.  He  did  music  and  education 
years,  appointed  in  1939,  and  retired  and  went  to  the  Northern  Argentine  work  in  several  churches  and  was  BANG 
1974.  He  was  president  for  20  years  of  province  of  Misiones  which  is  home  of  pastor  of  First  Church.  Moorhead  and  teach  Ir 
International  Baptist  Theological  many  German  speaking  people.  He  Southside  Church.  Montgomery  Ala.  write  ha 
Seminary,  Buenos  Aires.  He  led  the  was  pastor  of  churches  in  Posadas  The  Foreign  Mission  Board  appointed  four  moi 
seminary  from  small  national  institu-  and  Obera.  the  Coopers  missionaries  in  1939,  and  Southi 

tion  to  being  international  co-  Cooper  worked  five  years  past  the  they  joined  the  seminary  faculty  in  began  th 
educational  seminary  training  Bap-  normal  missionary  retirement  age  of  Buenos  Aires  the  same  year.  dia  s  50 1 

tist  workers  for  Argentina,  Chile,  65.  at  the  unanimous  request  of  fellow  On  retirement  they  moved  to  Waco  gram  oi 
Uruguay,  Paraguay,  Bolivia  and  other  missionaries.  “Tb  all  the  Argentine  where  they  joined  Seventh  and  James  material 
countries.  “His  initiative  and  vision  missionaries.  Bill,  and  Kitty  Cooper  Church.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife.  Jesus  af 
have  been  responsible  for  much  of  the  have  been  mom  and  dad.  a  model  to  five  sisters,  five  children.  22  grand-  Seven! 
progress  the  institution  has  made”  be  emulated,  the  essence  of  constan-  children,  and  three  great  grand-  opened 
wrote  ohe  missionary.  cy,  stability,  and  faithfulness,"  said  children!  church 

Cooper  and  his  wife  Kitty  also  work-  colleague  James 'Iteel,  who  now  works  Funeral  services  were  scheduled  training 
ed  with  five  churches  in  the  Buenos  In  Canada.  for  Dec.  10  at  Seventh  and  James  groups  ii 

Aires  area,  all  of  which  he  served  as  Born  in  Itta  Bena,  Cooper  lived  Church.  as  Hindi 
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A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
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Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
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Thursday,  December  1*.  1M5 


Three  staffers  named 


JljVftllgdisill  leaders  Dlartie  by  Home  Mission  Board 


decline  on  controversy 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  Southern  pastor  in  CJhicago,  as  associate  direc- 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board’s  ex-  tor  of  the  program  research  depart- 
ecutive  committee  elected  three  new  ment,  and  named  Joan  0.  Bedford  of 
staff  members  including  a  liaison  Atlanta  as  administrative  assistant  to 
staffer  with  Woman’s  Missionary  the  president. 

Union,  SBC,  and  voted  to  reduce  the  Dalton,  a  native  of  Oak  Ridge, 
interest  on  HMB  church  loans.  Tlsnn.,  has  been  pastor/minister  of 

Jimmye  S.  Winter,  Baptist  Women’s  Near  North  Church  in  Chicago  since 
consultant  for  Woman’s  Missionary  1979. 

Unim,  SBC,  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  was  Bedford,  currently  executive 
elected  as  WMU  field  worker  fw  the  secretary  to  the  vice-fHresident,  mis- 
Home  Mission  Board,  succeeding 
Helen  Fling  of  Birmingham,  who  has 
retired. 

Winter  has  been  on  the  staff  of 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC, 
since  1977  when  she  became  GA/Mis- 
sion  Friends  consultant. 

Executive  committee  members 
also  elected  Ray  Dalton, 


LAS  VEGAS,  Nev.  <  BP)  —  Express-  tists  have  been  saying  to  the  nation  we  ing  the  1950s,  said  the  controverey  prt>- 
ing  concern  over  statistics  projecting  are  more  concerned  about  our  little  bably  has  had  more  effect  on  Baptists 
a  decline  in  baptisms  for  1985,  almost  theological  differences  than  we  are  than  on  non-Christiai)s,  who  don’t 
a  dozen  state  Baptist  evangelism  about  winning  people  to  the  Lord  really  care  about  denominational 
directors  blamed  continuing  con-  Jesus  Christ.”  squabbles. 

troversy  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  Hamblin  said  he  believes  the  conti-  “Instead  of  going  out  to  witness  to 
vention  as  one  of  the  major  reasons  nuing  theological  controversy  in  the  the  lost.  Baptists  (especially  the 
for  the  decline.  SBC  has  had  a  direct  effect  on  the  pastors)  have  been  preoccupied  with 

According  to  projections  prepared  number  of  baptisms  last  year  and  theological  differences  instead  of  put- 
by  the  research  departments  of  the  said  the  statistical  projections  were  ting  their  emphasis  on  winning  peo- 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  an  indication  of  greater  need  for  pie  to  Christ,”  Sanderson  said. 
Board  ^nd  the  SBC  Home  Mission  Southern  Baptists  to  put  top  priority  Carlos  McLeod,  Texas  Baptists’ 
Board,  SBC  churches  will  baptize  in  1986  on  the  ‘Good  News  America;  evangelism  director,  said  he  felt  the 
about  346,000  new  converts  during  God  Loves  You”  simultaneous  major  reason  baptisms  are  down  is 

revivals.  because  Baptists  have  not  been  put- 

The  projections  would  make  1985  He  added  that  Baptists,  however,  ting  their  priorities  on  evangelism, 
the  third  lowest  year  in  baptisms  in  shouldn’t  magnify  the  controversy  McLeod  said  however,  that  the  con- 
the  last  35  years.  The  projections  in-  and  lament  it  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  troversy  has  broken  the  hearts  of 
dicate  a  decline  of  6.9  percent  from  the  decline  but  instead  should  focus  on  many  Baptists  and  made  them  realize 
1984  levels.  the  need  for  unity  of  purpose  for  the  they  must  quit  fighting  and  put  their 

When  the  statistial  projections  were  cause  of  evangelism.  major  emphasis  on  winning  people  to 

announced  during  the  national  Charles  Harvey,  state  evangelism  Christ. 

evangelism  conference  sponsored  by  director  in  Louisiana  where  baptisms  George  Worrell,  evangelism  direc- 
the  SBC  Home  Mission  Board,  the  au-  were  down  by  more  than  a  thousand  tor  in  Missouri,  said  he  was  deeply 
dience  at  the  Holiday  Inn  groaned  from  last  year,  said  the  controversy  distressed  about  a  projected  eight  per- 
audibly.  has  put  Southern  Baptists  in  such  an  cent  decline  in  baptisms  in  his  state, 

Several  evangelism  leaders  ex-  embarrassing  position  publicly  that  and  said  one  reason  is  because  115  of 
pressed  dismay  that  the  number  of  non-Christians  are  laughing  at  the  key  churches  in  Missouri  did  not 


sions,  for  the  Home  Mission  Board, 
will  succeed  Leonoar  Adams  who  is 
retiring  as  administrative  assistant  to 
the  president  after  40  years  with  the 
board. 

She  is  married  to  David  Bedford, 
son  of  the  late  Courts  Bedford,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  Home  Mis- 
a  mission  sion  Board  for  1964-64. 

In  other  major  action,  the  executive 
committee  reduced  the  interest  rate 
charged  on  HMB  church  loans  from 
13.75  percent  to  13.0  percent,  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  previous  board  action  which 
sets  would  charge  the  same  rate  of  interest 
on  church  loans  that  the  board  pays 
Hent  borrowed  funds. 

Board  members  also  approved  ap- 
_  Propriations  totaling  $200,000  for  the 
,  purchase  of  property  in  Guaynabo, 
“I'.  Puerto  Rico,  for  the  relocation  of  the 
onvention  Hispanjj.  Baptist  Seminary  in  Puer- 
eurenient  Rico.  The  seminary  has  outgrown 
s  assistant  current  facilities  at  the  Baptist 

onvention  Building  in  San  Juan  and  is  moving 
to  a  lai^er  suburban  location, 
y  consen-  jjjg  executive  committee  appointed 
h  ^  national  consultant  to  work  with 
I  »  Continuing  Witness  IVaining  and  a  na- 

least  two  tionai  missionary  to  lead  a  national 

When  Lee,  a  graduate  of  Missiasip- 
I  College  and  New  Orleans 

G  Pastor 

L  ">‘"“ter  of  edueallon  lor  Rairie 

Jffc.  ^  •J'P  Creek  Baptist  Chureh,  Plano,  Ttoias. 

“Mrsr’dirte'^  srK;a‘i’i^r“7'r“‘- 

esenuy  in  ollice  and  saving  the 

ngest  tenure  of  any  of  them.-  i-i,-  r  n- 

When  Lee  became  a  stall  member  J?"  ot_  Mullins 

ere  lISTurets^'i^ti'^  S  —“Otis’S 

embe’rship  o?S5T58.  'iSiay  S 

terreXrei"  ^“'tS’aS  “i^'=Sa'S:t?hTS; 

^  ecutive  committee  appoint^  eight 

HewasrearodinMobile,  Ala.,and 

e  Baptist  ministiV  He  was  pastor  of 

lurches  in  Mississippi  and  I^iana  assistance,  and 

fore  joining  the  LBC  staff. 

^  ®  and  four  as  mission  pastor  interns. 


What  do  you  say  about 
Planned  Growth  ^ 
in  Giving?  J|P 


The  whole  thing  just  excites  me 
because  the  aim  is  to  lead  our  people, 
who  are  not  giving  as  they  should,  to 
give  because  of  the  blessing  that 
comes  to  the  individual  from  being  a 
cheerful,  spiritual  giver.  Then  it  is  the 
overflow  that  reaches  out  to  bless  and 
do  far  more  in  the  whole  world. 


Christmas 
Eve  (1999) 


Notice  to 
church  treasurers 

The  198,5  books  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board  will 
close  with  the  mail  received  in  our 
office  December  31, 1985.  Any  gifts 
to  be  counted  for  1985  must  be 
mailed  in  order  to  reach  us  by  that 
time. 


Winfred  Moore,  pastor 

First  Baptist  Church,  Amarillo,  Ibxas 


DISNEY  WORLD.  EPCOT.  Janu¬ 
ary  27-31.  $250  per  person  double 
occupancy  including  lodging, 
tickets,  breakfast.  Shows  Iburs, 
Box  2554,  Laurel,  MS  39442  (Ml) 
729-2292;  l-800-826-<M9. 


Thursday,  December  19,  1985 
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[$50,000  in  hunger  funds 
sent  to  Missouri  farmers 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  has  sent 
$50,000  of  its  hunger  funds  to  the 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention  for 
distribution  to  Missouri  Baptist  farm 
families. 

Home  Mission  Board  President 
William  G.  Tcinner  said  the  funds  were 
given  in  response  to  a  request  from 
John  Dowdy,  state  missions  director 
in  Missouri. 

"Not  only  are  farm  families  losing 
their  homes  and  their  way  of  making 
^  a  living,  but  also  some  do  not  have 
enough  income  to  put  food  on  their 
tables."  said  Tanner.  “We  want  to 
reach  out  in  the  spirit  of  the  one  whose 
birth  we  are  celebrating.  We  only  wish 
it  could  be  more." 

This  is  the  first  request  to  the  Home 
Mission  Board  for  hunger  funds  of  this 
size,  said  Paul  Adkins,  associate 
director  of  missions  ministries. 
.Adkins  coordinates  distribution  of 
hunger  funds  for  the  board.  He  noted 
that  the  farmer’s  plight  'Is  no  longer 
just  a  concern  for  a  few  people  It  is 
a  crisis  for  all  Americans.  We’re 
delighted  we  can  help  with  even  this 
drop  in  the  bucket,”  he  said. 

With  79.369  acres  of  farm  land. 
Missouri  is  the  hardest  hit  state,  by 
acreage,  according  to  an  article  in 
WORD  AND  WAY.  the  Baptist  paper 
for  Missouri.  Colorado.  Kansas. 
Georgia,  and  Mississippi  follow  in 
farm  acreage. 

Missouri  Baptists  have  1.500  rural 
and  village  churches,  an  estimated 
400  of  these  are  in  the  depressed  Cor- 
nbelt  region  of  northern  Missouri. 
Because  many  of  the  church  con¬ 
gregations  are  small,  they  lack 
resources  to  minister  to  the  material 
needs  of  the  church  members. 

"Recent  events  such  as  the  mass 


Baptism 
decline 
blamed  .  . 

(Continued  from  page  8) 

“Since  about  40  to  45  percent  of  the 
persons  baptized  by  Southern  Baptist 
churches  are  in  that  age  category,  the 
decline  in  youth  population  could  ac¬ 
count  for  the  decrease  in  baptisms,” 
said  P*rice. 

Price  said  the  decline  seemed  to  be 
across  the  board  in  a  majority  of 
states.  Out  of  24  state  conventions  pro¬ 
viding  data  on  baptisms  to  the  board, 
12  reported  decreases  and  11  reported 
increases.  Price  explained. 

Price  said  the  1985  projected 
number  of  baptisms,  a  decrease  of  6.9 
percent  compared  to  the  1984  bap¬ 
tisms,  would  make  1985  the  third 
lowest  year  of  baptisms  in  the  SBC  in 
the  last  35  years.  Since  1950,  baptisms 
were  below  345,000  only  in  1977  and 
1978,  Price  said.  During  that  35  year 
period,  the  number  of  baptisms  in¬ 
creased  18  years  and  decreased  17 
years.  Price  added.  The  peak  year 
was  in  1972  when  SBC  churches  bap¬ 
tized  445,725  converts. 

Jim  Newton  writes  for  the  Home 
Mission  Board. 


murder-suicide  of  four  people  in  rural 
Iowa  are  indicative  of  the  anger, 
frustration,  and  depression  that  has 
settled  on  the  Cornbelt,”  explained 
Gary  Farley,  associate  director  of 
rural-urban  missions  at  the  Home 
Mission  Board. 

"I  am  hopeful  this  gift  ($50,000)  will 
be  perceived  as  a  glimmer  of  hope,  an 
act  of  Christian  love  and 
brotherhood.”  he  added.  “I  know  that 
at  the  Home  Mission  Board  —  and 
across  our  land  —  they  are  being 
remembered  daily  in  prayer." 

Home  Mission  Board  hunger  funds 
are  received  from  churches  and  in¬ 
dividuals  concerned  for  homeless  and 
hungry  Americans.  None  of  the 


money  comes  from  the  Cooperative 
Program  or  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offerings. 

All  hunger  funds  are  used  to  pur¬ 
chase  food. 

In  response  to  the  nation-wide  farm 
crisis.  Don  Evans,  rural-urban  mis¬ 
sions  associate  at  the  Missouri  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  produced  a  video-tape 
on  the  farm  crisis.  “Come  Before 
Winter."  The  program  has  been  aired 
on  12  television  stations  in  Missouri. 

Requests  for  the  hunger  funds  from 
Missouri  Baptist  farmers  will  be 
channeled  from  pastors  through  their 
associational  directors  of  missions,  to 
the  missions  department  of  the 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention. 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

In  November  1949  my  grandfather 
had  the  opportunity  to  begin  teaching 
in  the  Delta  Center  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Seminary  in  Indianola.  This 
work  proved  very  challenging  and 
rewarding  to  my  grandfather,  who 
drove  the  16  miles  to  Indianola  four 
afternoons  each  week  to  teach.  In  1961 
the  West  Delta  Clenter  of  the  seminary 
was  opened  in  Greenville,  and  Gran¬ 
dad  was  asked  to  teach  there. 

My  grandfather  continued  to  teach 
there  in  the  years  that  followed  and 
was  asked  to  serve  as  dean  as  well.  He 
taught  Bible  classes  and  sermon  con¬ 
struction  as  well  as  basic  courses  in 
E^nglish  and  even  Biblical  Archaeology. 
He  considered  this  teaching  and  his 
close  association  with  his  students  to 
be  the  most  rewarding  work  of  his 
years  in  the  ministry. 

My  grandmother  wrote  friends, 
"The  school  closed  in  April.  He  enjoys 
teaching  so  much  —  the  men  think  he 
is  a  great  teacher.  The  day  after 
school  closed  I  drove  with  him  near¬ 
ly  50  miles  to  attend  the  annual 
association  of  Negro  churches.  One  of 
his  pupils  was  the  moderator  and 
another  preached  the  memorial  ser¬ 
mon.  He  (the  preacher)  “carried  us 
to  glory.”  Notes  from  letters  my  grand- 
father  wrote;  May  23,  1954  —  “Last 
Thursday  was  graduation  day  for  our 
entire  Seminary  with  the  exercises 
taking  place  in  Jackson.  I  had  10  to 
receive  awards  of  various  kinds.”  And 
on  April  1,  1957  —  “I  have  agreed  to 
preach  for  Dr.  Henry  Harrison 
Humes,  Negro  convention  president. 
(He  has  been  cool  toward  our 
Seminary.)”  March  5,  1958  “School 
continues.  Sunday  morning  I  had  a 
great  time  preaching  for  one  of  my 
students,  an  old  man.  (Grandad  was 
78! )  The  most  encouraging  feature  of 
his  work  is  a  young  people’s  choir  of 
“about  25  who  really  can  sing  .  .  .” 

And  so  his  years  of  active  service 
in  the  Lord’s  work  ended  on  a  joyful 
note. 

Suzanne  Boone 

Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary 

Board  of  Trustees 

Preschool  literature 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  bring 
attention  to  the  usefulness  of  the 


preschool  literature  published  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board.  The  consistent  application  of 
these  guidelines  can  result  in  mean¬ 
ingful  and  rewarding  experiences  for 
the  child  and  the  teacher  as  well  as 
the  parent. 

From  personal  experience,  these 
Bible-based  principles  guide  teachers 
to  a  better  understanding  of 
preschoolers ;  it  gives  them  insight  in¬ 
to  family  relationships  and  how  to 
help  parents  “train  up  a  child  in  the 
way  he  should  go.”  The  use  of  this 
material  gives  a  child  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  Bible  truths  and  lays  the  foun¬ 
dation  for  a  child  to  accept  Christ. 

Much  of  the  information  in  the 
Guide  A,  B,  and  C  quarterly 
magazines  can  be  used  or  adapted  for 
each  church’s  use  The  magazines  for 
the  children  and  parents,  “Living”  for 
2’s  and  3’s,  “Growing”  for  4’s  and  5’s. 
as  well  as  •'Living  with  Preschoolers" 
offer  a  wealth  of  information  for 
parents  as  well  as  teachers.  Available 
at  the  Baptist  B(X)k  Store  are  the 
books  for  teachers  and  parents, 
“Understanding  Preschoolers,”  and 
“How  to  Guide  Preschoolers.” 

We  owe  it  to  our  children  to  prepare 
and  plan  for  them ;  and  once  teachers 
and  directors  are  aware  of  the  respon¬ 
sibility  we  have  in  teaching 
preschoolers  and  the  wonderful 
assistance  we  have  available,  we  will 
become  more  concerned  and  more  in¬ 
volved  in  guiding  their  spiritual  and 
mental  and  physical  growth. 

Name  withheld 
by  request 


A  wise  man  pasted  this  in  his  hat  to 
serve  as  a  reminder :  “Any  man  can 
spoil  himself  for  himself.  He  can  allow 
himself  to  grow  so  sensitive  that  he 
lives  in  constant  pain.  He  can  nurse 
his  grudges  until  they  are  an  in¬ 
tolerable  burden.  He  can  think 
himself  insulted  until  he  is  apt  to  be. 
He  can  believe  the  world’s  against 
him  until  it  is.  He  can  imagine 
troubles  until  they  are  real.  He  can  in¬ 
sult  his  friends  until  they  are  no  longer 
friends.  He  can  think  himself  so  im¬ 
portant  that  no  one  else  enjoys  his 
friendship.  He  can  become  so  wrap¬ 
ped  up  in  himself  that  he  becomes 
very  small.” 


- ^ - 

Christmas  City  may  draw  million 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (EP)  —  On  Thanksgiving  day  the  switch  was  pull¬ 
ed  to  turn  on  more  than  a  million  and  a  quarter  lights,  officially  open¬ 
ing  Christmas  City  at  PTL’s  Heritage  USA.  Billed  as  “America’s  best 
attended  holiday  attraction,”  Christmas  City  is  expected  to  draw  over 
one  million  visitors  before  it  closes  Jan.  31. 

‘Thanksgiving  night  we  will  begin  celebrating  The  Birthday  Party’ 
for  two  exciting  months,”  proclaimed  Jim  Bakker,  host  of  the  PTL  televi¬ 
sion  show.  “Christmas  City  is  going  to  be  even  more  magnificent  this 
year  as  we  observe  Jesus  Christ’s  birthday  at  Heritage  USA.” 

The  city  includes  specially  decorated  theme  areas;  Welcome  Way,  Can¬ 
dy  Cane  Lane,  Angel  Boulevard,  A  Country  Christmas,  Grand  Tree 
Boulevard,  and  Christmas  Island.  Displays  at  Christmas  Island  include, 
“Mrs.  Claus’  Christmas  Kitchen,  The  Penguin’s  Igloo,  An  Eskimo  Family, 
Beavers’  Dam,  Santa’s  Deer,  and  Children’s  Christmas  Morning.” 

Other  events  include  the  presentation  of  “The  Birthday  Party,”  the 
dramatic  Christmas  musical  “Love  Came  Down,”  “The  Living  Nativi¬ 
ty,”  “The  Singing  Christmas  Tree,”  “Sing  America  Sing,”  and  concerts 
with  Doug  Oldham,  Andrae  Crouch,  and  Randy  Stonehill. 


Volunteers  changing 
missions,  says  Parks 


RICHMOND,  Va.  —  A  new  kind  of 
missions  is  taking  place  because 
Southern  Baptists  in  the  pew  are 
begining  to  assume  responsibility  for 
home  and  foreign  missions,  says 
Foreign  Mission  Board  President  R. 
Keith  Parks. 

“If  that  continues  to  happen  it  will 
not  only  change  what’s  happening  on 
the  mission  fields,  it  will  radically 
change  what’s  happening  in  our  chur¬ 
ches,”  Parks  told  about  70  Southern 
Baptists  who  gathered  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  Nov.  20-23  to  look  at  Southern 
Baptist  lay  volunteer  involvement 
overseas. 

’The  Foreign  Mission  Board  brought 
together  key  volunteers  and 
denominational  leaders  with  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  program  to  help  evaluate 
their  working  relationships  and  talk 
about  ways  Southern  Baptists  can  use 
volunteers  overseas  more  effectively, 
said  Ed  Bullock,  associate  director  of 
the  board’s  volunteer  enlistment 
department. 

The  fast  grow^i  in  the  program,  the 
rapid  influx  of  hunger  and  relief  funds 
and  the  increased  number  of  Baptists 
going  from  traditional  “mission 
fields”  to  do  missions  in  other  coun¬ 


tries  are  some  of  the  most  significant 
happenings  in  missions  in  the  last  five 
years.  Parks  told  the  group. 

Owen  Cooper,  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  in¬ 
dustrialist  and  former  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  issued 
a  call  for  “activating  the  pew  into 
meaningful  involvement  in  the  things 
that  Christ  put  upon  our  shoulders  to 
do.” 

Instead  of  classifying  Christians  as 
ordained  and  unordained  or  profes¬ 
sionals  and  volunteers,  he  suggested 
that  there  are  only  two  kinds  of  Chris¬ 
tians,  those  who  are  involved  in  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  and  those  who  are 
“AWOL”  (Absent  Without  Leave). 

If  Christians  followed  Jesus’  exam¬ 
ple  of  servanthood,  it  would  place  an 
awesome  responsibility  on  the  unor¬ 
dained,  said  Cooper.  “We  are  all 
ministers,  all  of  us,  and  we  have  a 
tremendous  responsibility.”  Chris¬ 
tians  may  have  different  functions, 
but  all  have  the  same  responsibility, 
he  said,  citing  Jesus’  commission  to 
his  followers  to  be  his  witnesses  in  all 
the  earth.  “He  (Jesus)  didn’t  put  a 
geographical  limitation  on  my  respon¬ 
sibility.” 


15  -  Passenger  Church  Vans 

We  specialize  in  Church  Vans,  both  12  and  15 
passenger.  We  sell  to  all  churches  for  factory  cost  plus 
$145.00  for  service.  We  also  carry  used  Vans.  Call  for 
more  information.  Ask  for  Reggie  Frierson.  (601) 
79^-8682. 

RS.  We  also  have  a  special  lease  plan  for  the  clergy 
on  any  Ford,  Lincoln,  or  Mercury. 

Dub  Herring  Ford-Lincoln  -  Mercury 
Picayune,  MS  39466. 


CHURCH 
Sound  Systems 

(Sound  is  Our  Only  Business 
Custom  design  &  installations 
For  Proposals  Call  (601)-268-1004 
Stan  Dalton-Bob  Burris  co-owners 
2600  O'Ferrall  Place  Suite  116 
Hattiesburg,  Ms.  39401 

I  (ntxt  to  Shonoy't  Hwy.  49S.) 

Db  AUDIO  SERVICES 
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Joe  Ford  goes 
to  North  Phoenix 


B  PHOENIX,  Ariz.  (BP)  —  Joe.  L. 

Ford,  associate  vice-president  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board’s  evangelism  section,  has  been 
named  pastor  of  North  Phoenix  Bap¬ 
tist  Church. 

Richard  Jackson,  pastor  of  the 
Phoenix  church  for  the  past  18  years, 
said  he  and  Ford  will  share  pastoral 
responsibilities  of  the  16,000-member 
church. 

Jackson  will  be  senior  pastor  and 
Ford  will  be  pastor,  moving  to  Phoenix 
Jan.  12. 

Ford  is  a  graduate  of  East  Texas 
Baptist  College,  Marshall,  Texas,  and 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 
where  he  earned  the  doctor  of 

First  Church,  Collinsville,  Lauderdale  Association,  recently  held  ground  break-  ministry  degree 
ing  ceremonies  for  a  new  educational  building,  which  will  house  a  pre-school  depart¬ 
ment,  library  and  adult  classrooms.  Pictured  are  David  L  Sellers,  pastor;  Mrs.  Lela 
Mae  Merritt  and  Mrs.  Eleze  Walker,  charter  members;  T.  S.  Pigford,  building  com¬ 
mittee  chairman,  and  Billy  Allen,  chairman  of  deacons.' 


GreenfieldChurch.  Greenville,  RAs  won  first  place  honors  in  the  flag  contest  held 
Sept  27  and  28  at  the  Washington  County  Association  mission  camp  field  day.  Pic¬ 
tured.  front  row.  (left  to  right),  are  Andy  Parrish.  Jeff  Eaton,  Daniel  Woblington.  Joey 
Woblington,  Philip  Laney.  Chris  Kimes.  Joey  Coker.  Chris  Barrett,  and  Will  Parrish 
(Not  pictured)  Jirnmy  Parrish  Chris  Livingston,  and  Joey  Helms  Back  row,  J  H.  Kerr, 
Washington  County  RA  director.  James  Parrish,  Jim  Dozier.  Curtis  Kimes.  RA  leaders, 
Greenfield  Church,  and  Mrs.  Paula  Parrish,  (not  pictured).  The  flag  has  a  rainbow, 
a  cross,  emblem  of  the  state  of  Mississippi,  flags  id  the  theme.  HELP  OTHERS 
IN  JESUS  NAME 


At  .Mountain  ('reek  Church, 
Clorcncc.  on  Dec.  22,  the  cantata  choir 
w  ill  be  performing  at  10: 20  a  m..  "O 
Come  Let  Us  Adore  Him  "  At  7  p.m., 
the  children  will  present  a  program. 
Eddie  Pilgrim  is  pastor.  Eddie  Dear 
is  music  director. 


First  Church,  lliylorsvillc,  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  Living  Niitivity  Scene  on  Dec. 
21.  22,  and  23  beginning  at  7  p.m.  each 
evening.  i 

The  scene  will  have  11  characters  in 
costume  in  a  :  tableau  format  de¬ 
picting  the  birth,  worship,  and  praise 
of  the  Christ  chjld.  There  will  be  live 
animals  included  in  the  scene. 
Background  music  will  be  produced 
by  the  combined  choirs  of  the  music 
ministry.  j 


GAs  and  Acteens,  Calvary  Ciiurch,  Cleveland,  were  recently  honored  for  their 
achievements  in  Mission  Adventures  and  Studiac.  GAs  receiving  badges  for  com¬ 
pleted  Mission  Adventures  were  Kim  Dean,  Kim  Prescott,  Jennifer  Noblin,  Jennifer 
Barefoot,  Renee  Latham,  Kristi  McLelland,  Deanna  Boren,  Angela  Williams,  Lori 
Prescott  and  Michelle  Hewitt.  Acteens  achieving  the  level  of  Queen  in  Studiac  were 
Shandra  Hurst,  Tanya  Turner,  Stephanie  Hunt,  Allison  Tindle,  Glenda  Tindle  and  Kristin 
Bost 

Michelle  Hewitt  and  Lori  Prescott  were  given  special  recognition  recently  for  suc¬ 
cessfully  completing  all  levels  of  Girls  in  Action  Mission  Adventures. 


An  exercise  instructor  workshop  for 
churches  will  be  hosted  Jan.  10  &  11 
by  First  Church,  Jackson.  Those  in¬ 
terested  in  attending  should  contact 
Jim  Baker.  P.  0.  Box  1158,  Jackson, 
MS  39205  or  phone  (601-355-2911).  - 

Lisa  Baker,  certified  fitness 
specialist  and  choreographer  for 
“Aerobirhythms,”  will  be  leading  the 
workshop,  which  begins  Friday  after¬ 
noon  and  concludes  Saturday 
afternoon. 


GAs  of  Trinity  Church,  Biloxi,  receiv-  During  his  69  years  in  the  ministry, 
ed  Mission  Adventure  badges  in  a  Abel  has  led,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  the 
recognition  service,  Nov.  17.  Girls  com-  erection  of  five  church  buildings.  He 
pleting  requirements  for  adventure  one  has  preached  an  estimated  270 
are  pictured,  left  to  right,  front  row,  revivals,  ten  in  his  own  churches.  He 
Vanessa  Seabough  and  Rachel  Simpson,  was  pastor  of  five  churches.  First, 
Girls  completing  adventure  five  are,  back  Plaquemine;  La..  Rolling  Fork 
row,  Jennifer  Rowe  and  Leigh  Tharpe  Church.  Rolling  Fork;  Collins.  Col- 
Linda  Cherry  is  GA  leader  lins;  Poplar  Springs  Drive.  Meridian; 

^  ‘i'ld  Noxapater.  Noxapater.  During 

(jmp  hp  yy.gjj  also  pastor  of  four 

^ 

been  interim  pastor  of  three  churches. 
W  Beacon  Street  Church.  Philadelphia, 

^  ,  Macedonia  Church.  Louisville,  and 

/'j'l  ■  Union  Ridge  Church,  Noxapater, 

^  where  he  is  beginning  his  16th  year. 

The  Gospel  Glory  Choir,  senior 
adult  ministry,  Harrisville  Church. 
Harrisville,  presented  a  program  call¬ 
ed  "Carol  of  Christmas,”  Dec.  15.  This 
choir  has  sung  at  ^he  state  capitol  and 
the  Simpson  Convention.  Minister  of 
music  is  Sammy  J.  McDonald 

Linwood  Church  (Neshoba)  choir 
will  present  a  musical  drama, 
“Bethlehem,  Our  Home  'Ibwn,”  Dec. 
22,  at  7  p.m.  The  choir  is  under  the 
direction  of  Jamie  Meadows.  Johnny 
Collins  is  pastor. 


\'  •  FACTOflV  OIrtECT  SALES  •  1 
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Celebration  of  Christmas  music  will 
be  presented  byjthe  sanctuary  choir, 
Harrisville  Chi^h,  Harrisville,  entitl¬ 
ed  “Come  Ta  The  Manger,”  Dec.  22,  7 
p.m.  It  is  a  kind  of  Carols  by 
Candlelight  feeling  with  a  southern 
gospel  flavor  under  the  direction  of 
music  minister.  Sammv  J.  McDonald. 
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The  choir  of  Cedar  Grove  Church, 
Columbia,  presented  the  cantata, 
“Noel.  Christ  is  Born,”  at  Faith 
Church.  Silver  Creek.  Dec.  18.' 


William  K.  Patten,  has  recently 
been  called  to  Highland,  Vicksburg  as 
pastor.  He  goes  from  First  Church, 
Greenwood.  His 
home  is  in  Ever¬ 
green,  Ala.  He 
received  degrees 
from  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege  and  South¬ 
west  Baptist 
University.  In  1972, 
he  received  the 
Th.M.  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 


HIDE  or  SEEK? 


COMING  SOON 
TO  A  CHURCH  NEAR  YOU 


Stanley  and  Gjlenna  Stamps  were  recently  guest  speakers  at  the  RA  and  GA  mis¬ 
sions  camp,  spejnsored  by  Washington  County  Association.  Jhe  RAs  camped  out 
with  79  RAs.  24ldads  and  leaders,  and  four  pastors  attending  Over  1(X)  GAs  and 
leaders  attended  the  missions  camp  where  they  cooked  foods  native  to  Honduras. 
Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Roy  Raddin,  associational  director;  Mrs.  Donna  Germany, 
associational  GA|leader,  Glenna  Stamps,  Stanley  Stamps,  and  James  H.  Kerr,  associa¬ 
tional  RA  director. 


Patten 


A  new  covenant 


Thiirsday.  December  1*.  IW5 
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By  David  W.  Spencer 


Jeremiah  31:31-34;  32:37-40 
What  is  the  most  appealing  thing 
about  Christianity  to  you?  For  many 
people,  it  is  the  opportunity  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  fresh  start  in  life.  What  would 
you  give  to  have  the  mistakes  of  the 
past  wiped  out?  What  would  you  give 
for  a  new  lease  on  life  if  you  were  a 
prisoner?  What  would  you  give  for 
healing  if  you  were  terminally  ill? 
There’s  good  news  in  this  lesson  from 


community  can  have  with  God.  As 
seen  in  verse  34,  previously  God  was 
known  corporately  through  the 
testimonies  and  teachings  of  leaders. 
These  leaders  mediated  something  of 
the  knowledge  of  God  to  the  larger 
group.  The  beauty  of  the  new  covenant 
is  that  with  the  Spirit  indwelling  each 
believer,  all  can  personally  experience 
the  presence  of  God!  You  don’t  have 
to  know  God  by  reputation,  by  books. 


Jeremiah;  by  God’s  help  you  can  start  -  by  traditions,  or  anything  else.  Each 


life  all  over  again  no  matter  what  a 
mess  you’ve  made  of  it  in  the  past. 
What  a  message  that  is  to  be  slured 
with  a  lost  world! 

Surrounded  by  her  enemies,  facing 
national  destruction,  and  ready  to 
throw  in  the  towel,  God  gave  Jeremiah 
a  message  of  hope  and  good  news  for 
his  people;  God  has  initiated  a  new 
covenant!  It’s  not  too  late  to  begin 
again.  The  future  is  bright  for  those 
who  live  in  covenant  with  God. 

1.  The  nature  of  the  new  covenant 
(31:31-34) 

Our  focal  passage  begins  with  the 
word  “Behold.”  Jeremiah  is  saying, 
“Take  notice!  God  is  doing  something 
new  and  wonderful.  Thke  a  look  at  it.” 
That’s  a  good  description  of  what  we 
try  to  do  in  witnessing  to  lost  people, 
isn’t  it?  Just  get  them  to  look  at  the 
difference  (jlod  can  make. 

Jeremiah’s  listeners  might  have 
said,  “What  new  covenant?  We’ve  long 
known  about  covenants  and  we’ve 
always  failed  to  keep  covenant  with 
God.  Why  should  we  get  excited  about 
another  covenant?”  The  newness  of 
the  covenant  was  first-of-all  seen  in 
the  fact  that  it  was  no  longer  external 
but  that  the  law  of  God  would  be 
internalized. 

No  longer  would  the  basis  of  cove¬ 
nant  be  laws  written  on  stone  but  laws 
written  upon  the  hearts  of  people  This 
probably  refers  to  the  worii  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  in  the  lives  of  believers.  God 
will  make  his  will,  his  ways,  and  his 
laws  known  to  us  through  the  convict¬ 
ing  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  A  believer 
who  is  indwelled  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
has  the  advantage  of  being  led  by  the 
Spirit  to  keep  covenant  with  God. 

A  second  way  this  covenant  is  new 
can  be  seen  in  the  personal  relation¬ 
ship  each  member  of  the  covenant 


For 

Dec.  29 


Life  and  Work:  A  new  covenant 

Uniform:  Doing  God^s  will 

Bible  Book:  Visions  of  suffering  and  victory 


Visions  of  the  suffering  and  victory 

of  God’s  people 


Kv  J.  (ierald 


person  who  participates  in  the  new 
covenant  can  be  on  personal  terms 
with  God! 

How  is  this  possible?  Verse  34  gives 
the  answer;  God  will  forgive  iniquity 
and  remember  sin  no  more.  What  an 
awesome  promise!  In  the  words  of  a 
TV  commercial.  “How  do  you  spell 
relief?”  This  great  promise  is  relief 
to  anyone  who  knows  he  has  sinned 
and  who  wants  something  done  about 
it. 

II.  'Hie  hope  of  the  new  covenant 
(32:37-40) 

The  fact  of  the  new  covenant  gave 
hope  to  Jeremiah  and  he  tried  to  com¬ 
municate  that  hope  to  his  people. 
Armed  with  the  new  covenant  and  its 
possibilities,  Jeremiah  pictured  God’s 
taking  the  initiative  in  seeking  his 
scattered  people  who  had  been  lost  to 
sin.  Verse  37  reminds  us  of  Jesus’ 
whole  ministry  and  also  of  his  parable 
of  the  lost  sh^p. 

Verse  38  pictures  a  perfect  relation¬ 
ship  between  God  and  the  people  of 
the  new  covenant.  In  verse  39, 
Jeremiah  pictured  a  new  people 
whose  heart’s  desire  was  to  love  and 
serve  God.  How  can  we  be  sure  that 
the  new  covenant  won’t  fail  to  hold  us 
once  we’ve  committed  ourselves  to  a 
covenant  relationship  with  God?  This 
was  the  ultimate  weakness  of  the  old 
covenant ;  the  people  had  to  hold  on  to 
God.  In  the  new  covenant,  however, 
(iod  will  do  the  holding  on!  Salvation 
in  the  new  covenant  begins  with  God’s 
initiative  and  continues  eternally  by 
God’s  power.  It  will  not  fail! 

With  all  this  evidence  of  the  nature 
and  hope  of  the  new  covenant  before 
us.  who  wouldn’t  want  to  trust  Jesus 
Christ,  start  life  over,  and  live  in  cove¬ 
nant  with  God? 

Spencer  is  pastor.  First,  I.ong 
Beach. 


Harris 


Daniel  9:24-27:  12:1-4 

Daniel  was  a  man  of  prayer.  His 
prayer  in  chapter  9  is  the  culmination 
of  an  entire  life  of  prayer.  Daniel  on 
his  knees  had  a  greater  influence  than 
Darius  on  his  throne.  Daniel  knew  the 
secret  to  answered  prayer.  He 
saturated  himself  with  the  Word  of 
(iod  t  \’  2 ) ;  he  set  his  face  "to  seek  by 
prayer  and  supplication"  the  wisdom 
of  (iod  ( V.  3 ) :  and  consequently  came 
to  know  the  w  ill  of  God.  In  fact,  in  v. 
21  we  have  the  record  of  God’s  instan¬ 
taneous  response  by  angelic  envoy  to 
Daniel's  prayer. 

1.  The  vision  appreheiid«*d  (9;24-27t 
—  God's  answer  to  Daniel's  prayer 
was  given  in  a  vision  announced  by 
the  angel  Gabriel.  This  vision  is 
believed  by  many  to  convey  the  most 
significant  prophetic  information  in 
the  Old  Testament. 

The  70  weeks  in  v.  24  refer  to  weeks 
ol  years,  thus  70  periods  of  seven 
years  or  490  years.  These  ^  years  are 
“determined  upon  the  people. "  signi¬ 
fying  Israel.  .Notice  in  v.  24  what  is  go¬ 
ing  to  happen  at  the  end  of  those  490 
years.  The  six  things  mentioned  in 
this  verse  point  to  the  great  return  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  coming 
Kingdom 

.  It  we  could  determine  when  that 
490-year  period  started  we  could,  by 
simple  addition,  determine  when  it 
ended.  The  starting  point  can  be 
discovered  by  reading  v.  2.i  Obvious¬ 
ly.  the  490  years  began  at  the  com¬ 
mand  to  rebuild  Jerusalem 
Historians  tell  us  that  occurred  on 
March  14.  44.i  B.C.  when  Artaxerxes 
issued  his  decree  to  restore  and 
rebuild  Jerusalem.  From  that  decree 
of  Artaxerxes  until  the  Messiah,  the 
Prince  shall  be  seven  weeks,  and 
threescore  and  two  weeks  "  <  v  2.i  i 


Now.  we  have  a  week  pulled  out  leav  ¬ 
ing  only  69  weeks. 

Consequently,  from  the  decree  of 
Artaxerxes  to  the  coming  of  Messiah 
will  be  69  times  seven  years  or  483 
years.  Now  these  are  years  with  360 
days  in  each  year,  because  that  is  the 
length  of  the  Jewish  year.  A.  C. 
Gaebelein.  in  his  commentary  on 
Daniel,  concludes  that  the  day  when 
Jesus  rode  into  the  city  of  Jerusalem. 
Palm  Sunday,  was  exactly  173.880  days 
from  the  decree  of  Artaxerxes  which 
,  equals  483  years  of  ;160  days  each. 

The  extra  week,  the  seventieth 
week,  is  yet  to  come.  There  is  a  time 
gap.  a  parenthesis,  between  the  69th 
and  70th  week.  The  church  age.  the 
age  of  grace  in  which  we  live,  com¬ 
prises  the  parenthesis.  The  final  week 
of  years  represents  the  tribulation,  the 
seven  years  following  the  rapture  of 
the  church. 

The  prince  in  v.  26  is  a  reference  to 
a  different  person  than  the  prince 
mentioned  in  v.  25.  In  fact,  the  prince 
in  V.  26  is  a  reference  to  the  destroyer, 
the  antichrist ;  and  in  v.  27  we  have  a 
reference  to  the  abomination  of 
desolation  The  abomination  of 
desolation  pertains  to  the  desecration 
of  the  temple  orchestrated  by  the  an¬ 
tichrist  during  the  great  tribulation 

II.  The  victory  anticipated  (12;  1-4 1 
—  The  phrase  "at  that  time  "  refers  to 
the  last  half  of  the  70th  week,  the  last 
3'j  years  of  the  tribulation.  It  is 
described  as  "a  time  of  trouble,  such 
as  never  was  since  there  was  a  nation 
even  to  that  same  time"  lalso  note 
Matt  24;21>.  Michael,  the  archangel 
nt  God.  will  stand  up  and  take  a  vital 
part  in  the  deliverance  ot  the  Jewish 
people  The  believing  Jews,  those 
"found  written  in  the  book  will  be 
delivered 


Doing  God’s  Will 


By  Anthony  S.  Kay 


Matthew  13;  Mark  12:28-34 

Often  it  is  not  what  we  know  but 
what  we  do  that  is  so  important. 
Knowing  and  doing  (?od’8  will  are  of 
vital  importance.  Let’s  observe  three 
key  words  that  help  us  understand  this 
lesson. 

1  Parables  —  In  Matthew  13,  Jesus 
introduces  the  use  of  parables.  The 
Greek  work  paraballo  means 
technically  “to  cast  or  throw  to  the 
side  of.”  Jesus  used  this  method  to 
help  the  disciples  understand  his' 
teachings.  Someone  has  suggested 
several  reasons  why  Jesus  used 
parable:  (1)  as  judgments;  (2)  to 
pravoice  questions  and  create  interest; 
(3)  to  make  truth  portable  (carry  it 
with  you) ;  (4)  as  an  effective  method 
of  teaching. 


II.  Kingdom  —  'The  use  of  the  term 
kingdom  of  God  is  significant.  Jesus 
used  several  parables  to  define  what 
was  meant  by  the  Kingdom.  It  was  a 
hidden  treasure,  a  pearl  of  great 
price,  a  grain  of  mustard  seek  and 
leaven,  among  other  things.  In  these 
parables,  Jesus  indicates  that  the 
Kingdom  of  God  involves  joy  that 
overwhelms,  greatness  that  comes 
through  quiet  dignity,  and  faith  that 
gives  its  best. 

'The  kingdom  of  and  ail  that  it 
imparts  is  not  cheap.  Ibo  often  Chris¬ 
tians  can  be  viewed  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  as  the  street  children  of  a  Mexican 
city.  They  would  go  up  and  down  the 
streets  hawking  their  wares.  'They 
cried  out  as  they  solicited  prospective 
customers,  “C!heap  crosses  for  sale. 


cheap  crosses  for  sale.”  Jesus  reminds 
us  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
priceless  and  that  effective„constant, 
costly  service  results  in  joy. 

You  may  be  asking,  “What  does  this 
have  to  do  with  God’s  will?”  Indeed, 
what  does  it  have  to  say? 

III.  Love  —  This  word  says  that  we 
are  to  be  obedient  to  God.  'Ib  become 
a  part  ofthe  kingdom  of  God,  we  must 
surrender  all  that  we  are  to  God.  *1110 
treasure  of  righteousness  cannot  be 
obtained  apart  from  our  total  commit¬ 
ment.  Doing  Godb  will  is  completely 
related  to  knowing  (Sod’s  will  and 
ultimately  God’s  Will  is  defined  for  us 
in  the  scripture.  God’s  will  is  for  us  to 
become  a  part  of  the  Kingdom,  to  live 
as  Christ  and  to  participate  in  his  joy. 
When  we  love  (Sod  first  and  foremost 


and  our  fellowmen  (even  unlovely, 
mean  and  cantankerous  fellowmen) 
we  are  doing  (Sod’s  will. 

My  problem  has  usually  been  that 
I  know  more  than  I  do.  (S^  wants  us 
to  know  his  will,  but  most  of  all  to  do 
it.  The  world  is  waiting  for  (Christians 
to  show  (Sod’s  will  through  knowledge 
and  action.  With  Jesus,  we  too  must 
say  "Thy  will  be  done.”  This  means  I 
will  do  it. 

Kay  is  pastor.  First.  Calhoun  City. 

Mississippi  Baptist 
activities 

Dec.  30-31  Youth  Evangelism  Con¬ 
ference;  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege,  Clinton;  1  p.m., 
30th-5p.m.,31st  (EVAN) 


At  the  end  ol  the  tribulation,  when 
Christ  returns  to  the  earth,  the  old 
Testament  saints  and  the  tribulation 
saints  will  be  raised  up  to  everlasting 
life.  The  Old  Testament  saints  will  not 
Ik'  I'esurrected  at  the  rapture  ot  the 
church,  because  the  Bible  leaches 
that  only  "the  dead  in  Christ  shall 
rise"  at  the  rapture  il  Thess  1  lie 
The  tribulation  saints  will  t)e  compos 
ed  ot  people  like  llananiah.  Mishael 
and  Azariah  who.  rather  than  bow 
down  to  the  image  set  up  by  the  an 
tichrist.  will  sutler  themselves  to  be 
slaughtered  These  saints  will  sk'ep  in 
the  dust  ot  the  earth  and  shall  Ik*  rais 
ed  up  at  the  end  ol  the  tribulation  to 
inherit  everlasting  life 

Those  who  awake  "to  shame  and 
everlasting  contempt  reters  to  those 
Je\\-s  from  all  generations  who  shall 
be  raised  up  v  ith  all  unbelievers  at 
the  end  of  the  millenium  to  stand 
belore  the  great  white  throne 
judgment 

'I’he  servants  ol  God  who  are  true  to 
Him  w  ill  shine  brilliantly  during  those 
dark  days  ot  trouble.  Those  w  ho  are 
truly  wise  will  choose  God  over  lile 
itseit 

As  \  4  indicaltis.  the  prophecies  ol 
Daniel  were  to  Ik*  sealed  until  the 
time  ol  the  end  Indeed,  to  the  Jews 
the  b«H)k  ol  Daniel  is  a  sealed  book 
However,  when  the  time  ot  the  end 
comes  Daniel  will  become  an  open 
IxKik .  and  "many  shall  run  to  and  tro 
through  the  pages  of  this  prophecy  to 
understand  its  truths 

Harris  is  pastor.  Colonial  Heights, 
.lacksuii. 


Applegate, 

66,  dies 
in  Starkville 

D.  C.  Applegate,  66,  former  pastor 
of  First  Church.  Starkville  from  1954 
to  1971,  died  in  Starkville,  Dec.  13 

He  had  served  as  pastor  at  churches 
in  Paragould,  Ark.;  Memphis; 
Markley,  Tex.;  and  Seminole,  Okla. 
He  was  a  graduate  ol  Arkansas  State 
College  and  Southwr  :tern  Seminary 

Applegate  served  on  numerous 
Mississippi  Baptist  committees  in¬ 
cluding  being  vice  chairman  of  the 
MBC  Executive  Committee.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  trustees  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Seminary,  a  member  of  the 
SBC  Committee  on  the  Study  of 
Education,  and  served  on  the  Annui¬ 
ty  Board. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Catherine  Rogers  Applegate; 
daughter,  Mrs.  Sharon  Applegate 
Nobles  of  Starkville;  two  brothers, 
and  two  grandchildren.  Burial  was  to 
be  in  Linwood  Cemetery  in  ftiragould 


Muptx&t 


Solving  the  sin  problem 


Life  and  Work:  Solving  the  sin  problem 
Uniform:  Responding  to  good  news 
Bible  Book:  The  birth  of  the  Savior^ 


Isaiah  11:1-4:  Matthew  1:20-25 

Why  have  Christmas  and  Easter 
continued  to  be  our  most  celebrated 
and  meaningful  holidays?  When  you 
think  about  how  long  these  events 
have  been  celebrated,  you  may 
wonder  why  our  world  has  never 
grown  tired  of  them.  The  reason  these 
holidays  remain  important  to  us  and 
continue  to  be  celebrated  around  the 
world  is  because  Christmas  and 
Easter  are  God’s  answers  to  the 
deepest  needs  of  our  hearts. 
Christmas  speaks  to  the  need  of  hope, 
new  beginnings,  new  life,  and  the 
forgiveness  of  sins.  Easter  speaks  to 
the  issues  of  death  and  eternal  life. 

During  Isaiah's  ministry  his  people 
needed  a  reason  "to  keep  on  keeping 
on."  They  needed  hope  for  the  nation 
and  for  the  individual.  Faced  with 
these  needs  God  gave  to  Isaiah 


By  David  W.  Spencer 

perhaps  the  most  complete  picture  of 
the  Messiah’s  personal  characteris¬ 
tics  to  be  found  in  the  Old  Testament. 

I.  The  promise  of  the  Messiah 
(Isaiah  11:1-4) 

To  get  the  full  impact  of  verse  1  you 
have  to  go  back  and  read  chapter  10. 
As  that  chapter  closed,  Isaiah  pro¬ 
phesied  that  the  powerful  Assyrian 
nation  would  fall  one  day.  God  himself 
would  take  care  of  Assyria,  like  a 
lumberjack  lops  off  the  branches  of  a 
tree  and  brings  that  towering  tree 
crashing  down.  Everything  that 
Assyria  stood  for  was  doomed.  On  the 
other  hand,  chapter  11  opens  with  the 
picture  of  a  new  branch  growing  up 
from  the  stump  of  Jesse  (or  the  royal 
line  of  David).  God’s  enemies  have  no 
future.  God’s  people  do  have  a  future. 
Compare  the  crashing  of  Assyria  to 
the  floor  of  the  forest  to  the  quiet 

r* 


growth  of  a  new  shoot  from  an  old 
stump. 

This  new  branch  was  the  long- 
awaited  Messiah.  In  verse  2  Isaiah 
began  to  describe  the  Messiah.  He 
was  characterized  foremost  by  the 
presence  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  In 
the  Old  Testament  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  always  came  upon  people  to 
equip  them  for  some  great  task.  In 
this  passage  the  Spirit  equips  him  to 
rule  over  God’s  people. 

Three  pairs  of  virtues  would  be 
given  to  the  Messiah  to  help  him  in 
this  task:  intellectual  abilities,  prac¬ 
tical  abilities  to  get  things  done,  and 
religious  abilities.  The  final  pair  — 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  fear  of  the 
Lord  —  mean  that  he  knows  God  from 
personal  experiences  and  he 
reverences  the  majesty  and  holiness 
of  God.  This  mav  be  the  heart  of  Old 


The  birth  of  the  Savior 


.Matthew  jl: 22-2:!:  2:1-12  i 

The  birth  of  Jesus  is  the  most 
significant  event  in  all  of  history  The 
incarnation  is  the  point  where  the 
stream  of  history  divides.  The  birth  of 
Christ  has  split  history  in  two.  Our 
gospel  did  not  begin  with  a  word,  but 
with  the  Word  made  flesh. 

I.  The  prophecy  (1:22-23)  —  Mat- 
i!'<“w  reminds  us  of  the  prophecy  of 
1 1  \  irgin  birth  of  our  Savior  record- 

ei  n  Isa.  7 : 14.  This  miraculous  birth 
w  ^  predicted  750  years  before  it  ever 
occurred.  Scriptural  validity  is  given 
by  Matthew  who  reports  the  angel 
saying  to  Joseph.  ".  .  .  fear  not  to  take 
unto  thee  Mary  thy  wife:  for  that 
w  hich  is  conceived  in  her  is  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghost"  (1:20). 

Further  corroboration  is  given  by 
I^ke  who  records  Mary’s  response  to 
the  angel's  announcement  (see  Luke 
I  ::?4 ).  John’s  gospel  adds  authentici¬ 
ty  to  the  virgin  birth  by  referring  to 


By  J.  (ierald  Harris 

Jesus  as  "the  only  begotten  Son”  of 
God.  The  phrase  “only  begotten” 
means  the  only  begotten  directly  and 
literally  by  God  without  a  human 
father. 

So  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah  concern¬ 
ing  the  virgin  birth  came  to  pass  even 
as  he  declared  it.  Thus  when  the  eter¬ 
nal  Christ  was  born  he  “took  upon 
him  (self)  the  form  of  a  servant,  and 
was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men” 
(Phil.  2:7).  He  is  the  only  man  who 
ever  lived  who  at  birth  was  as  old  as 
his  father  and  older  than  his  mother 
—  the  eternal,  incarnate  Son  of  God. 

II.  The  probing  (2:1-2)  —  “Wise 
men  from  the  east”  came  to 
Jerusalem  probing,  inquiring,  sear¬ 
ching  in  hopes  of  finding  the  one  "bom 
King  of  the  Jews.”  We  have  no  ac¬ 
curate  information  concerning  the 
wise  men  apart  from  Matthew.  We 
may  conclude  that  they  were  part  of 
an  oriental  priestly  system  who  were 


familiar  with  astronomy  and  had  been 
taught  by  some  scattered  Jews  to  ex¬ 
pect  the  coming  of  a  Messiah,  a 
universal  Savior. 

Their  probing,  searching  spirit 
must  be  admired.  Such  honest  inquiry 
is  honored  by  God.  Jeremiah 
declared,  “Ye  shall  seek  me  and  find 
me  when  ye  search  for  me  with  all 
your  heart”  (Jer.  29:13). 

III.  The  plot  (2:3-8)  —  When  Herod, 
the  king  over  the  province  of  Judea, 
heard  that  the  wise  men  had  come  to 
Jerusalem  in  search  of  a  newborn 
king  he  began  to  have  anxiety  attacks. 
He  felt  threatened  and  feared  that  he 
might  lose  his  throne.  Not  only  was 
Herod  troubled,  the  entire  city  of 
Jerusalem  shared  in  his  anxiety.  That 
which  was  a  time  of  triumph  was 
regarded  as  a  time  of  trouble.  They 
were  doubting  when  they  should  have 
been  shouting. 

Herod  called  for  “the  chief  priests 


Testament  faith. 

Some  examples  of  the  Messiah’s 
style  as  a  ruler  are  listed  in  verses  3ff. 
He  sees  beneath  the  surface,  he  gets 
the  whole  story,  he  defends  the  poor, 
he  judges  righteously,  and  he  has  the 
power  to  destroy  evil. 

Living  in  a  free  land  today,  it  may 
be  hard  for  some  of  us  to  appreciate 
this  picture  of  the  Messiah,  but  to 
Israel  it  was  a  blessed  picture  of  hope 
for  the  future;  all  was  not  lost,  and 
God  was  still  in  charge. 

II.  The  appearance  of  the  Messiah 
(Matthew  1:20-25) 

The  stump  of  Jesse  seemed  so  dead 
on  that  first  Christmas  long  ago. 
Where  was  this  Messiah  who  would 
make  all  things  right  again?  Then  in 
Bethlehem  “a  tender  shoot”  ap¬ 
peared.  The  Messiah  came  as  an  in¬ 
nocent  Child  born  to  a  peasant  fami¬ 
ly.  The  family  had  difficulties  with  the 
unique  manner  of  the  Child’s  concep¬ 
tion.  Joseph  was  told  that  this  was  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  was  also 
told  that  the  child  was  to  be  named 


and  scribes  of  the  people.”  From  these 
numbers  of  the  Sanhedrin  he  sought 
information  and  counsel.  They  in¬ 
formed  him  that  Micah  the  prophet 
had  declared  the  birth  of  the  Messiah 
would  occur  in  Bethlehem  ( see  Micah 
5:2). 

Herod  then  arranged  to  meet  with 
the  wise  men  in  a  private  session. 
Under  the  pretense  of  sincere  interest 
he  inquired  as  to  the  time  the  star  first 
appeared.  That,  apparently,  was  an 
effort  to  determine  the  exact  date  of 
the  birth  of  Jesus.  He  was  gathering 
information  that  would  help  him  know 
how  to  best  locate  and  terminate  this 
child,  Jesus.  Thus  we  see  Herod’s  plot. 

IV.  The  praise  (2:9-12)  —  Most 
Christmas  pageants  portray  the  wise 
men  finding  the  Christ  child  in  a 
manger.  The  shepherds  visited 
Bethlehem  “and  found  Mary,  and 
Joseph,  and  the  baby  lying  in  a 
manger”  (Luke  2:16).  The  wise  men 
found  Christ  “when  they  were  come 
into  the  house”  (Matt.  2:11).  Having 
found  the  Christ  child,  the  wise  men 
worshiped  him. 


Jesus,  for  he  would  save  his  people 
from  their  sins.  That  explanation  was 
an  interpretation  of  the  name  Jesus 
which  literally  means  “Jehovah 
saves.” 

■  The  angel  who  explained  these  mat¬ 
ters  to  Joseph  told  him  that  the  birth 
of  Jesus  was  the  fulfillment  of  the  Old 
Testament  prophecies  such  as  those 
of  Isaiah.  So  the  Messiah  was  here  at 
last!  The  fulfillment  of  the  Jewish 
hopes  and  indeed  of  many  other 
cultures  had  come  to  pass  at  last. 

The  “tender  shoot”  of  Isaiah 
became  known  as  Jesus  and  soon 
Jesus  set  out  to  fulfill  the  meaning  of 
his  name.  He  made  it  possible  for  sin 
to  be  forgiven,  for  life  to  begin  anew, 
and  for  the  Kingdom  of  God  to  grow 
in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  people 
everywhere.  In  Jesus,  all  our  hopes  for 
salvation  and  meaning  find  their 
fulfillment.  At  last  there  was  an 
answer  to  the  sin  problem! 

Spencer  is  pastor,  F'lrst.  Long 
Beach. 


Any  religious  teaching  is  false  and 
un^criptural  which  gives  Mary  or 
anyone  or  anything  preeminence  or 
precedence  over  Christ.  Peter  learn¬ 
ed  this  on  the  Mount  of  Transfigura¬ 
tion  when  he  made  the  mistake  of 
placing  Moses  and  Elijah  on  the  same 
level  with  Jesus.  Peter  had  said, 
“Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here:  if 
thou  wilt,  let  us  make  three  taber¬ 
nacles;  one  for  thee,  one  for  Moses, 
and  one  for  Elijah”  (Matt.  17:4).  To 
that  suggestion  God  thundered  from 
heaven,  ‘This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased,  hear  ye 
him”  (Matt.  17:5).  In  essence  God 
said,  “Peter,  listen  to  my  words.  No 
one  is  comparable  to  my  Son!  Hear 
him,  Peter!”  The  Scripture  then 
reads,  “And  when  they  had  lifted  up 
their  eyes  they  saw  no  man  save  Jesus 
only”  (Matt.  17:5). 

Notice  in  v.  11  the  praise  of  the  wise 
men :  “( they )  fell  down  and  worshiped 
him,  and  .  .  .  they  presented  unto 
Him  gifts  .  .  .”  He  alone  is  worthy  of 
worship  and  praise! 

Harris  is  pastor  of  Colonial  Heights, 
Jackson. 


Responding  to  good  news 


.Matthew  2 

Have  you  ever  heard  ^nyone  say. 
vMtcr  that,  what  do  you  do  for  an  en¬ 
core?'  The  natural  expression  to  good 
news  should  be  joyful  participation. 
lA't  us  observe  the  manner  in  which 
the  wise  received  and  responded  to 
the  good  news  in  contrast  to  that  of 
llercKl  and  the  religious  leaders,  and 
A  hat  our  response  should  be  today. 

riie  response  of  the  wise  men. 
•Significantly,  the  wise  men  observed 
.1  star  and  began  a  quest  of  destiny 
\s  men  who  studied  the  stars,  they 
knew  (he  recorded  history  such  as  it 
was  They  wanted  to  discover  the 
meaning  of  this  heavenly  light.  Thus, 
they  made  every  effort  to  locate  the 
proi[|uct  of  this  star  and  gloriously, 
they  discovered  the  source  of  all  light. 


By  .Anthony  S.  Kay 

They  found  God’s  gift  of  love  —  the 
light  for  all  men. 

These  men  were  so  moved  at  the 
discovery  of  Christ  that  they  gave  him 
gifts.  These  gifts  were  gold  ( royalty), 
frankincense  (divinity),  and  myrrh 
(humanity).  It  is  evident  that  they 
were  responding  to  Christ  in  a  way 
befitting  a  king.  When  they  found  the 
source  of  light,  they  gloriously  and 
lovingly  gave  their  gifts. 

The  response  of  Herod.  Note  the 
stark  contrast  of  Herod’s  hate  to  the 
wise  men’s  love.  In  Herod,  there  was 
evidenced  fear  of  losing,  greed  of 
possessing,  and  anger  of  protecting 
his  position.  How  foolish  it  was  for 
Herod  to  miss  the  thrill  of  gaining  a 
kingdom  of  righteousness,  of  obtain¬ 


ing  the  riches  of  God’s  bounty  and  of 
establishing  a  rule  under  divine 
leadership.  He  wanted  to  know  where 
the  Christ  was.  not  to  worship  him,  but 
to  destroy  the  threat  to  his  personal 
world.  John  says,  “He  came  unto  his 
(Avn,  and  his  own  received  him  not” 
(John  1:11). 

What  does  this  Christmas  story  say 
to  you  and  me?  It  suggests  that  the 
response  that  should  be  made  after 
finding  the  source  of  light  and  life  is 
to  give  graciously  of  ourselves.  We 
may  not  have  great  wealth,  but  we 
have  something  of  value  to  God  that 
we  can  give.  Even  a  widow’s  mite 
doesn’t  go  unnoticed.  Tragically, 
many  of  us  will  be  caught  up  in  the 
commercialization  of  Christmas  and 


will  allow  the  very  name  of  Christ  to 
be  the  source  of  greed,  gain,  and  ex¬ 
ploitation.  When  we  observe 
Christmas  this  year,  may  we  truly  ex¬ 
press  the  joy  of  hearts  made  aware  of 
God’s  priceless  gift  of  love  and 
salvation. 

The  proper  gift  to  God  would  be 
unselfish,  committed  service  to  him 
in  obedience  to  his  command  to  share 
the  gospel  in  all  of  our  world.  For¬ 
tunately,  men  still  see  “the  star”  and 
dream  of  bringing  Christ  to  all  the 
world. 

Joy  to  the  world!  the  Lord  is  come; 

Let  earth  receive  her  teing.--^ 
—Isaac  Watts 

Kav  is  pastor.  First,  Calhoun  City. 
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By  a  sweet  tongue  and  kindness, 
you  can  drag  an  elephant  with  a 
hair— Persian  Proverb 
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